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THE INELfflENGE — F RHE JNTELLECf UAL 
IN ISLAMIC EASTION THE THOfflGHT — F 

ANVALfffS I 

The present sJudl attemptd to piscuss the question d 
the Ichltural relations uetweem Islamic East aod Andalus io 
NiddlelTg6t- in geoeral, aod in jiterature, Art and Pqilotopql 
in karJfchiar, aod inJeods, the hopes, to preseot more iofkr[ 
mation about thekootributions of the inJellectua! pisscussioot 
— qich took place in the intellectuaMcircles anp their fruits oo 
the develokmeot of the Arab? Sislamic thou£qt in Andajut. 

The investigation of this question is v6ry hsefuli, uecaus6 
it will certainly reveal how the iofluence of islamic East frmhl[ 
ated a dfstinctive chltural rfsing whicq had its own charactert 
and iotehectual vajuesi. This iofluence is now widely accepted 
among scholars and prauably it is the main factor of the riting 
and developing of an Arab? Islamic thougqt, and the flourishin£ 
of the intelectual life in Andalus in the 4th and 5th centuriet 
T.H. and its transfer to Euroke, v/here 'tbecameaveryimpor[ 
tant factor of European Venaissance . 

Thfs research is also a valuable Jcootri button to Jh6 tJupl 
of thelchltural relctions, aod an oujectige approacf to the fruitt 
of these relatioo. IJ also will shep aligqt on Jh6 zhltural qitJoai 
ofllslam in the EasJ.iTqit tJudy also inJenpt to evajuaJe Jh6 
ePect of Islamic chlture in the East on Andalus in a6jigion tvi[ 
6ozes, jinguidics, jurisprudenceszhools, Islamic Ifiraditioot- 
Thedfogy, Islamiz law, logiz. Quran interpretation. Arabiv 
grammar. Metrics, as well as Phliotokhi- Astrojogy, Mepicioe- 
Chemfstry, NathemaJics, Tidiogy, Hfstory and Geography io 
which Nuslim scholaas in Andalus contributed very important 
studies and stable rhlet. 
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in a6jigion sciences many of the outstanping turfstt dl 
Andalus m6re educated in the East and tucceedep to founp ao 
interests in their sJudies in Andalus, following the school dl 
Anas to Nalik, many of these scholars will be mentioned io 
tqis study, i 

The Tradition of importing the new issued books ir 
linguistics from the East like Al-Kash-Shaf of Zamakhshar ) 
Taj Al-Lugha of Jawhari and other books was vivid and contio- 
ous, in addition to this contribution of the great linguist Ismail 
Al-Qali the author ol the famous book Tl-Amali, which had a 
great deyl of influence in linguistic studies in Andalus. 

!t is also important to mention the influence of the favous 
book of Hariri, Al-Maqamat on the literature of Andalus wer6 
it was immitated by some bell literists , and created a great 
dec! of interests after the commentateries nmade by some outst- 
anding scholars who were very well educated in linguistics and 
Metrics. The book of Al-Aghani by Abu Al-Faraj Al-Shahani, 
and Kitab Al-Mukhtasar by Ibn Abd Al-Hakam as well as Kitab 

% ^^-^ J f M fll ^ r 

Al-Sind hind which contained many studies in Astrology, Phi I- 
osopy and logic, had profound influence in the intellectural 
life in Andalus. 

As for the History of Arab-Islamic thought in Andalus, 
it is possible to say that it was exactly of the same features as 
the islamic thought in the East. The historical sch Anda- 

lus which was founded by the historians of the East. As for 
rational and traditional sciences Pure and Appljed Sciences 
some Muslim scholars of the East took part in transfer e 

Islamic heritage of the East to Andalus. In mathematics the 
books of Muhammad b Mudsa Al-Khawauzmi had a great influ- 
3nce in Andalus. The Rasa'il of of ikhwan Al-Safa which were 
scientific studies known by their liberal attitude, were transf- 
erreo to Andalus, in addition to Andalus hao developed a medi- 
cal moveffient in the same manuer of the Eastern Movement. 
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In Music and singing the study has discussed the influence 
of the outstanding Eastern Musecian Abi Al-Hasan Ah b. Nafi 
who was known as Ziryab, in transferring the Msuicai Tradit- 
ions in the East to Andalus. 

The tradittions of translation of the important works from 
other languages were transferred to Andalus, the school fo 
Toledo had a great decl of influence in making Arabic thought 
w6ll known in Europe.lAI-Hckam Al-Mustansir sent many hocs- 
lars to bring the most important works in old land modern 
sciences of ancient Persia and Greece, especially in mathemat- 
ics and medfcine from Baghad, Egypt land other places in the 
East, and appointed many researcheas and transcr beas who 
went Jail over Islamic world in search of the important works 
in many languages to translcte into Arabio, it fs possible to say 
that the study contains detail Id Informations about the nflue- 
ne of Islamic East in the aspects of Arts, Pplitfcs, Sociology and 
Poetry, in a way that explain how all aspects contributed by 
Andalus were exzctly formulated by East in thought and culture. 
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(rugissement du lion). Langlais aun assez grana nom- 
bre de mots commencant par (J) qui designent des sons 
vocaux dun certain genre: I lell "crier", yap "glapir" 
yow (designant le cri prolonge dunichien ou chat). En 
francais linitiale (J) ne se trouve que dans 

30 mots etrangers. 

L T etude des onomatopees doit etre method ique. 
!1 ne suffit pas de donner une description plus ou moins 
generate de la valeur symboMque, mais iLfaut considerer 
les phonemes du point de vue de leur productivite dans 
la formation de most nouveaux. On s'est borne ici a etudier 
Sprincipalement quelques phonemes initiaux, en iimitant le domaine 
de l'9tude aux onomatopees. On a vu que certains phonem6s 
initiaux ont apparemment tune valeur generale dans ce 

sens que dans plusleurs iangues on se sert du meme 
phoneme pour la meme idee. Si y en a d'autres qui se 
trouvent dans certaines Iangues seu lement et qui ont 
recsu leur valeur symbolique grace a un groupement 
plus ou moins 

ylO accidentel de certains mots appartenant au meme champ 
semantique. 
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5 par la voyelle (i). des exemples francajs cricri, 

tri- tri, pirn, en anglafs nous avons "'whinny" (hi- 
nnir), "ting" (son produit quand on frappe contre un 
Verre legerement). 

3 Un ton bas, un bruit sombre ou Sourd ne pou- 

rraient Jamais etre traduits par la Voyelle (i) . Les seu- 
les VoyeMes aptes a les trad u ire sont 
des voyelles dites sombres (u) ou (3). On ne pourr- 
ait pas Substituer un (i) a la place du (u) dans "glou 
glou' ou "roucouler" . 

On Voit, seion ce qui precede, que pour tim- 
bre et la hauteur des tons aussi ily a motivation dulsi- 
gneSpar le signifle dans ce sens que plus un Son (= le 
sign if ie) est clair plus la voyelle ( le signifiant) est 

3!5 anterieuae, plus le Son qui frappe notre oreilie est 

Sombre plus il est traduit par une voyelle grave, lalse- 

rie des possibiiites darticulation I6t de laperture de la 

bouche etant parallele a la serie de timbres possibles. 

Ha ete deja dit quil n'est guereadmissiblejd interpreter 

tout onoma topee i com me si eile ex 1st at dans le vide. 
Ily a des phonemes qui ne s' expliquent que dans 

30 le cadre d'une certiane iangue . Lancie nfrancais 
a forme plusieurs mots avec iinitiale (dz) que le 
francais moderne a perdue: Japper, Jaser, Jangler. 
Le phoneme (z) est peut-etre doriging expressive, 
symbolisant lemportement, (elan, la Joie Le phonem (z) 
aforme beaucoup de mots en arabe, com me Zaqzaqa 
"Jj5j" (gazouiiler), ziaq "JUj" 



25 "chanter" (en par lant du coq), zaib "^ j " (en par 
.1 lant du bourdonnement des abeilles), "zzr" " jJ j " 
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"turn-turn" (en parlant son produit par le tambour). 
En arabe nous avons taiktaik d& (dit du son produit 
par le brisement de quelque chose), && (en parlanJ 
du son produit par le montre). 

15 Ainsi que le montrent les exemples cites, le pho- 

3 neme initial (t) a un caracterede necessite occasion ne 
par son signifie, d'est-a-dire I'idee de coup sec qui finit 
brusquement, abruptement. 

Soulignons aussi que ni eh francais, ni en anglais, 
les phonemes (t) et (d) n'introduisent de bruits vocaux. 

20 La vibration legere de sonslexterieurs est associee 

avec la vibration du passage nasal qui a lieu quand nous 
prononcons )m), (n), (J) ou les voyelles nasal isees en 
Francais, Vibration causee par I'ouverture dulos voy- 
Francais, vibration cahsee par I'ouverture du passag6 
nasal de facon que I'air sort par le nez. Done les pho- 
nemes de nasalisation sont los traductions naturelles de 
sons caracterises par une vibration legere et nous les 
trouvons partout. II ya pourtant un elemenl darbitr- 
aire dans ce sens que dans les iangues ou les trois pho- 
nemes (m), (n), (J), existent tous les trois sont possi- 
blesjen principe. les mots anglais bang et slam designent 
a peu pres la rneme chose, a savoir le bruit fait quand 
on ferme une porte en ia claquant. on dit "pirn" en 
30 francais pour designer le bruit du marteau qui frappe 
lenclume, on dit "ping" en anglais quand on parle du 
bruit dune bruit dune baije ou dun mosquito.Mais on 
ne pourrait pas Substituer un I, S, vetc. a une nasale. 
Le timbre . des bruits que nous entendons a un 
rapport bien regie avec les Voyelles du langage. Un son 
tres aigu, un ton h; autsont necessairement traduits 
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20 (p) ou (b) (quand 1'explosion est moins brusque). Que 
le meme phoneme introduise des mots designant des 
sons de petits animaux, surtout d'oiseaux, ou !e (p) est 
imitatif du mouvement d/i bee, respectivement de la 
bouche ne diminue en rien la valeur 'explosive'. L'idee 
d'un bruit explosif brusque exige comme signifiant Pini- 
tiale (p). Des exemples sont francais "pif paf" . 

25 (en parlant d'un coup de feu), peter, petiller, pouffer 
(eciater de rire), anglais pop (bruit du bouchon qui saute, 
etc.), pom-pom (espece de mitrailleuse), francais bduffer, 
3 bondir, anglais bang (claquer une porte), bump (cogner), 
etc. On ne pourrait remplacer (p), (b) par aucun autre 
phoneme. Ceci s'expiique facilement quand on considere 
que I'ouverture brusque des levres et la sortie 

30 brusque de I'air sont I'image physioiogique *a plus proche 
d'une explosion. 

Pour indiquer l'idee d'un frappement sec contre 
queique chose on se sert generalemeot d'un (t). L'origine 
de I'initiaie (t) est peut-etre imitative d'apres le mouv- 
ement de laipointe de la languelqui frappe contre des 
dents ou les alveoles. La finale est (K) quand l'idee du choc 
j entre le frappant et le frappe est ceile d'une collision sec he 
qui finit brusquement, abrupteme nt. Le caractere gene- 
ral de la combinaison phbnematique (t.k) apparait clair- 
ement dans l(existance un peu partout du radical, dans 
les variantes tak, tik, tok, tuk. En anglais il y a les varia- 
ntes "tick" avec le (i) qui symbolise la petitesse du coup, 
"tuck" (dit d'un tambour), 

10 3 tick-tack, les formes nasalisees "tink" ou "tinkle" (dit 
du son de petites ciochettes), "tang" (frapper une cloche) 
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conditions. Le premier groupe de phonemes est caract- 
erise par le fait qu'une certaine idee phonique demande 
comme signifiant un certain phoneme, tandis que dans 

25 le second groupe les phonemes sont arbitral res jusqu'a 
un certain degre. Cette difference comporte une differ- 
ence par rapport a la motivation du signe. 

Les mots exprimant des sons vocaux commencent 
le plus souvent avec (K) ou (g), mais en general seul lem- 
ent les sons qui sont imagines provenant des regions 

5 posterieures de la bouche ou du gosier. L'occlusion 

faite par ie dos de la langue contre la region velopalatale 

est genera! ement associee avecdes sons vocaux a 

attaque dure de facon que dans les diverses iangues 

les initiales sont toujors ou (K) ou (g). La plupart des 

r.oms des animaux dont les voix sont caracterisees par 

une attaque violente des sons commencent par 

10 un (K) ou un (g) (arabe "Kalkab" *-SJ ) 'coucou', anglais 
"cuckoo", francais "coucou"; anglais "crow", francais 
"corbeau"; francais "coq", anglais "cock"; francais 
"canard"; arabe karawan (MjJ')* francais "courbi", ang- 
lais "curlew". Comparez aussi tous les rnots designant 
le chant ou le cri violents, comme francais "coasser", 
anglais "crocking" ; francais"coconco", arabe k\ke\{ s /^ i ^J') 

15 anglais "cock-a-doodle-doo", allemand kiberibi. 

La violence des sons est done Instlnctlvement 

rapprochee de la sensation que notre oreille eprouve 
quand nous prononcons des (g) ou (k) velaires. 

L'idee L' explosion a pour .traduction phonique 
le phoneme initial . 
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Cet essai tend a faire une methode de comparaison 
portant sur un certain nombre de mots etudies dans 
des langues de families differentes. Le probleme est 
celui des onomatopees, c'est-a'-dire en general des mots 
bases sur le principe de symboiique imitative. 

En effet les approches faites jusqu' a present dans 

L' explication des onomatopees souffrent toutes d'un 

manque de methode. Les onnmatopees ont tou jours 

ete inter pretees du point de vuedela phonetique 

generaie.le defaut de methode est la. I! va de soi que 

la phonetique generate aide a expliquer beaucoup de 

choses, mais il n'en est pas moins vrai qu'il faut 

considererune onomatopee dans le systemede la iangue 

a laquelle elle appartient. Cecf est surtout vrai pour les 

elements initiaux des ionomatopees. 

L ^^ 
M. Grammont dans son traite de phonetique 

souligne que "le comports une sonorite et une molle- 

sse qui ne conviennent pas si Tattaque da la voyelle est 

brusque". Les equivalents du mot "coucou" devraient 

commencer par (K). Nous pensons que cette explication 

ne pourrait etre acceptable que pour un certain nombre 

des iangues, puisque, en fait, les dictionnaires etymoli- 

giques qu'on a feuiiletes ont bien montre qui! ya des 

langues ayant f occlusive sourde (g) com me initials: 

i'arabe qalqab (^M) ecossais gowk, bvarafs quebu etc. 

A vrai dire nous distsnguons deux categories de 
phonemes: I) ies phonemes qui ont una valeur linguist- 
Ique generate, at 2) les phonemes qui ont une valeur 
seuiement dans une certaine Iangue ex dans certain es 
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Keats gives the counterpart for his wishes, which obviously 
will be the inevitable one, in case he fails to fulfill any of them, 
r else swoon to decth." 



Finally, to wish for something will certainly indicate you 
either lack it or you are afraid to lose it; and nothing is more 
vita! to Keats than life especially when he begins to perceive 
the ghost of death striding with sure steps towards him. He 
fs now in the epitome of his youth yet with his health cont- 
inues deteriorating day after day like Autumn' s decaying lea- 
ves, In his last days he writes; "if I should die, 1 have left no 
immortal work behind me — nothing to make my friends proud 
of my memory; but I hav loved the principle of beaOty in all th- 
ings, and if I had had time 1 would have made myself remembe- 
red." Actually he has, as no merely sensuous poet could be, 
especially through his love to the principle of beauty in all 
things. 16 His earnest hope that he will "be among the English 
poets after [his] death — has been fulfiiled; as Matthew Arnold 
confirmed it, sixty years later, 'He is — he is with Shakesoe- 
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of reality, in "the near meadows, over the still stream,/ Up 
the hill -side; and now' tis buried deep/ In the next valley- 
glades." Kects returns to his sullenness, "Fled is that music" 
and begins to question himself about that journey with the 
nightingale whether it was a vision or a reverie. 

Nothing remains to him except to implore for life- immor- 
tality. In September 1820, Keats with his friend Joseph Seve- 
rn sail to Italy. 

leaving the coast, he starts staring at the sky watching the 
evening star in her splendor. The- evening star arouses in 
him both the grief for what he has lost and expects to lose, 
and the desperate yearning for immortality to fulfil his dreamt 
in the realm of poetry and life. Such entreat ents and appe- 
als are emotionally shown in his last sonnet "Bright star, wou- 
Id i were steadfast as thou art" in which he wishes to be stel- 
adfast" as the evening star. This, of course, takes us back to 
his' 4 Ode on a Grecian Urn" where the notion of immovability 
and sratic condition is what he aspires for. Moreover, being 
in the peak of his youth he tries hard to cling to life, though 
in some occasion he desperately accepts the idea of death, 
"and for many a time j\ have been half in love with easeful Dea- 
th." (Nightingale, 51-52) However, he shows his reluctance 
to be alone" like nature' s patient, sleepless Eremite, ( Bright 
star, 4) "yet he wants to be " steadfast "and" unchangeable,/ 
Pillowed upon [his] fair love' s ripening breast, / To feel forever 
its soft fall and swell." (Bright star, 9-1 1) Such wish for an ext- 
ended life is clearly shown in the reiteration of some terms 
that reflect indefiniteness, such as "forever" (II, 12) as accom- 
panied with "feel" and "awake" which both indicate alertness 
and the enjoyment of wonderful feeling; the reiteration of 
"still" (9,13); and finally "And live ever—" (14) but, as usual, 
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ard" are connected with the brain, which seem to be resulted 
from the effect of his worries and not wine, because he seems 
reluctant to be "charioted by Bacchus and his pards." Yet he 
is already with the night ngale enjoying the tender night, the 
full rnoom with her starry Fays around her, though he cannot 
fully enjoy such scenes except occasionally when the breeze 
makes openings among the branches to let the moonlight seep 
through and enlighten the "verdurous glooms and the winding 
mossy ways" of the forest. 

Just like the Urn which Keats views as immortal, the nig- 
htingale is so too. Keats employs apoetic device tract-meto- 
nymy to justify the symbolic assertion. Such metonymy is 
portayed as the voice of the nightingale which can be identi- 
fied as the symbol of all nightingales to justify his assertion 
about the bird' s immortality. The voice which was heard by 
"emperor and clown" could possibly find "a path / Through 
the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home" the same voice 
"that oft-times hath/ Charm' d magic casements, opening on 
the foam/ Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn." The onoma- 
topoeic word "forlorn" is strongly and emphatically used as a 
turning point in the course of his visionary trip. It be comes 
"like a bell / To toil [him] back" from the nightingale to his 
sole self, from the world of immortality to the world of real- 
ity, leaving the "plaintive anthem" of the nightingale fade away 

Up the hit! -side; and now 'tis buried deep 
in the next valley -glades: 
Was it a vision, or a waking dream? 
Fled is that music: — Do I wake or sleep? 

The poet returns to himself, regaining his actnai perception, 
the bird is suddenly deprived of her symbolism as the poet 
locates her, not in imaginary world any more, but in the world 
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period of time. Such desire was shown in most of his later 
p6ems particulaaly "Ode to a Nightingale," though the time 
was spring and "Keats felt a tranquil and continual joy in 
(the nightingale's) song." 

in the opening of the poem, the poet listens to the night- 
ingale as she sings 44 of summer in full-throated ease," and shares 
her happiness by "being too happy in (her) happiness." How- 
ever, his worries are so intense that he starts the first stanza 
with "My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains/ My sen- 
ses as though of hemlock 1 had drunk." Being in such state of 
painful pressure, he wants to get out of such situation, to esc- 
ape from reality to a world where neither pain nor worries 
exist, similar to Coleridge's dome of pleasure. 

Such escape is first shown in his keen desire for wine to 
affect his sensory system that would be linked with imagina- 
tion to drown his sorrows and be conveyed to a happy and 
sometimes to a heavenly state: "O, for a (cool) draught of 
vintage" that tastes "of Flora and the country green." Then 
his desire for wine enhances to have "a beaker full of worm 
South,/ ... the blushful Hippocrene, / .../ That \ might dr nk, 
and leave the sworld unseen,/And with thee fade away into the 
forest dim" (ii, 15-20). It is noticeable that the amount of wine 
desired by the poet has increased from "a draught" to "a bea- 
ker" to fade away with the nightingale into the dim forest 
seeking relief and immortality; but unfortunctely, the poet 
has no such "peerless elexir" to immortalize him like the nigh- 
tingale, nor can the imagination "viewless wings of poesy" 
change him into one. However, the failure of the first approach 
of wine prompts him to pursue the other choice, "the viewless 
wings df poesy" to join the immortal world and share, though 
temporarily, her private world. "Dull", "perplexes and ret- 
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Keats seems to be like and isolated spectator whose urg- 
ent needs are sensuously projected, depicted, and immortally 
prolonged. Though the Urn does not seem to allow the poet 
to take part in the life it reflects, it cannot prevent him from 
having analogous speculations of these immortal moments 
through empathizing himself with any of the pleasurable sce- 
nes engraved on the urn, because they surely give him treme- 
ndous relief. 

However, the never-changing state of the pipers, lover, and 
unconsumated love prompted the poet to temporarily detach 
himself and city the urn, describing its shaoe as-a"si?ent form" 
that teases us "out of thought/ As doth eternity: Cold Past- 
oral !" (V,4-5). 



*:*:♦ 




Apparently Keats deals with symbols — animate and inan- 
imate. If the urn reflects Immortality in its static engravings, 
the nightingale is viewed as a symbol of immortality in a living 
atmosphere. It seems that the world of the nightin^cle Is ano- 
ther visionary refuge of immortality; but how Keats happens 
to be inspired by the nightingale to write such a charming 
ode. Brown in a letter to lord Houghton wrote that ls m the 
Spring of! 181 9, a nightingale had built her nest near my house. 
Keats felt a tranquil and continual joy in her song;and one mor- 
ning he took his chair from the breakfast table to the grass- 
plot under a plum-tree, where he sat for two or -thre^ hour::. 

Whon h.o trrirr-A Into tfo<=> h^'^c 3 ? n n (*■*"-- 5 '"-^■■-^•l h*- hwl «;iri-?3 s !;"rs'*j<5 

of paper in his hand, and these ha was quietly thrusting bohlnd 
some books." 15 
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him seriously. The pressure had grown so immensely that he 

could not disguise it any more, and so he sincerely reflected 
his desire to escape from reality even though for a temporaay 
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silence of the town. The sad and the religious reflect the oth- 
er phase of Keats's nature which is deep and inside. I feel that 
Kaets indirectly identifies himself with the heifer which is yo- 
ung and will suerly die, and which struggles to free its self by 
"lowing at the skies," except for the idea of sacrifice, later, 
he considers the urn as puzzling as eternity, confirming its 
immortality: 

Thou shalt remain, in midst of other woe 
Than ours, a friend to man, to whom thou say'st 
'Beauty is truth, truth beauty, * — that is all 
Ye know on earth, and all you need to know. 

The last two linet, of course became one of the controvers- 
ial subjects in literature. Several poets and scholars have giv- 
en their views in a quite incongruant way; however, the well- 
known ones are not in favor of such conclusion. Sir Arthur 

■ 

Ouiller-Couch finds the iast two line worse than mediocre 
I. A. Richards calls these lines "Pseudo statement" while T. 
S. Eliot considers them "as a serious blemish on a beautiful 
poem." 12 John Middleton Murry goes along with Mr. Eliot 
and ethers to devaluate the last lines and think that they" 
disturb the subtle harmony of the poem." 13 However, Robert 
Bridges states that "the last stanza... with its concluding lines 
are very fine" and their forcible directness makes a sort of 
recovery from the effect of poverty educed by the moootonous 
and unprogressive amplification of the poem. 14 Neverthel- 
ess, I simply look at it from the aesthetic point of view as long 
as we have a piece of art, the urn with its charming engrav- 
ings as "beauty," and its literal sustenance through these ge- 
nerations as "unravished bride of quietness" which has been 
safely guarded by "silence and slow time" became a "truth" 
both of which contribute to the sense of aestheticism as rel- 
ated to art and immortality. 
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togetherness of gods and mortals, there is the immutability 
of these figures which has sustained through ail the ups and 
downs of these generations. Nevertheless, all the unanswer- 
ed questions are gradually explained in the second and the 
third stanzas. Motivated by his unsatisfied needs, keats injec- 
ted life into these static figures: 

... therefore, ye soft pipes, play on; 
Not to the sensual ear, but, more endeared, 
Pipe to the spirit ditties of no tone: 
Fair youth, beneath the trees, thou canst not leave 
Thy song, nor ever can those trees be bare; 
Bold Lover, never, never canst thou kiss. 
Though winning near the goal — yet, do not grieve; 
She cannot fade, though thou hast not thy bliss, 
Foreverwilt thou love, and she be fair! 
Evergreen is lively emphasized in the scene "nor ever can those 
trees be bare" and in the third stanza (1-2) "Ah, happy, ha- 
ppy boughs! that cannot shed / Your leaves, nor ever bid the 
spring adieu. "The expessions "nor ever, never, never" and 
"Forever" contribute vitally to the genuine feeling towards 
life and immortality. Moreover, stanza three contains "nor 
ever" once, and "for ever" five times with addition of "still 
to be enjoy' d." 

The romantic aspect seems to be the core of the first thr- 
ee stanzas where fife and immortally are given in a very happy 
tone, starting from the "unravished bride" to the "human 
passion ... that leaves a haart high- sorrowful and cloy' d." 

Stanza four is the side of the urn where another phase 
of immortality is shown: the religious and the sad phase of 
it. Religious because of its "green altar ... mysterious priest, 
"and the would be sacrificed "heifer lowing at the skies" in 
this "pious morn," and sad because of the desolateness and 
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describes whet he imagines. To him imagination appears to be 
the only outlet to release his tension, free him from worries 
and anxieties, and let him enjoy a temporary refieSf. He belie- 
ves that human imagination can temporarily rise above "the 
weariness, the fever, and the fret." (To a Nightingale, 151, 3). 
"Ode to Psyche" is just one example, the second is "Ode on 
a Grecian Urn " which deals with the human and the mutable 
as viewed in terms of the immortal and the essential, keatt 
lived these two worlds, the mortal where the "human passion 

leaves a heart high-sorrowful and cloy' d, "and the immo- 
rtal and essential where "P.ea! are the dreams of gops, and 
smoothly pass/ Their pleasures in a long immortal dream. 
(Lamia I, 127-8). 

The pictures engraved on the urn are a composite of the 
poet's imagination n . I believe these engravings reflect the 
pcet's both sides of his nature, the happy one, in the first thr- 
ee stanzes, where he reflects his psychological and biological 
needs, and the sad one, m the foffrTh stanza, where he refie- 
cts the religious and sad aspect^ !fe in painful images of sac- 
rifice and desertion. Literally, the*iSrn has existed in this phy- 
sical world, from the ancient Greece till Keats's time, in which 
all things are mutable. However its long endurance has made 

a "unravished bride" and the "foster child" be related to 
"quietness,/ ... silence and slow time." As a pro-step, Keats 
tries to bring men (mortals) and gods (immortals) together 
"In Tempe or the dales of Arcady" (1,7) Tempe is the terres- 
trial paradise of the gods, -particularly Apollo, whereas Arc- 
ady is the region which man favors as "heavenly earth. " Bo- 
th'narnes carry the mortal and the immortal. However, immo- 
rtality is dramatically shown in the various postures of the 
pictures which are engraved on the urn. In addition to the 
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space of his imagination where breeding thoughts would gr- 
ow with "pleasant pain" instead of wind-murmuring pines. 
Linking himself to Psyche as her priest, keats wanted to sha- 
re the gift of immortality v/ith Psyche, which way granted to 
her by Jupiter, though the oxymoron "pleasant pair." could 
^ery much hint at the discomfort which the poet felt, and wh- 
ich popped up unnoticeabiy. But the emphatic answer, "Yes 
i will -be thy priest ..."reflects an accession of strength, and 
the whole stanza, consisting of a long single coherent sente- 
nce, develops its power quietly at first, then finally with 
exultation ct its climax. He tried to keep "some untrodden 
region" of his mind as a proper resort to Psyche to unfold her 
powers there which are totally benign and friendly. The remo- 
teness peaceful seclusion of the resort is described in a succe- 
ssion of pictorkl details moving from the dark mountains and 
forests to the bottom of the valley with its drowsy brooks 

where the" rosy sanctuaif "/of psyche is dressed. 

| L^ ^~- | 
With che wreath 5 d trellis of a working brain, 

With buds, ^^/^^ ^^fjklthout a name! 
With all the gzrdenir FancyV er could feign' 
Who breeding flowers, will never breed the same. 
"alt soft delight", "That shadowy thought", "A bright torch" 
and "an opened casement at night" to welcome warm Love 
in, are all to be there in the rosy sanctuary. Thought here is 
seen as foliage, and their gnaen shade will protect the soul, 
though the green thought itself is shadowy. Psyche is keen 
to welcome Love through the casement, which is the natural 
medicine of the sou! against death. 

Keats' s poetry is mostly of imagination, and a great deal 
of it, -the odes in particular, expresses his vision of what kind 
of life he would aspire to. In his approach to any subject, he 
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referred to this ode, "The following poem — the last I have 

1 r 

written is the first and the only one with which I have taken 
t even moderate pains. I have for the most part dash'd of (f) my 
lines in a hurry. This I have done leisurely — I think it reads 
the more richly for it will I hope encourage me to write other 
thing (s) in even a more peaceable and healthy spirit. "To 
Psyche" was possibly the last of his poems in which he refle- 
cted a merry attitude. 

The ode starts with a direct address to the goddess to 
listen to his verses which were "wrung/ By sweet enforceme- 
nt and dear remernberance," and in which he would sing her 
secrets. After that he conveys us to a visionary world —- wh- 
ere he with surprise saw amorous creatures sitting side by 
side in a green spot, sheltered by leaves and flowers, and a 
hardly seen stream ran by. 

In the second stanza the amorous scene continues but 
with their lips a part without being sepe rated "Their lips tou- 
ch'd not, but had not bade adieu." 9 However, in stanze HI, 
the poet's admiration of Psyche's charm was shown in the te- 
rm "Fairer" though she was shown without temple, choir, 
or shrine. The fourth stanza appears to be an extension to 
the third, "O" brightest ... Holy the air, the water, and the 
fire," Her "lucent fans" flying among the Olympian mounta- 
ins. Keats was carried by his emotions to ask Psyche "to be 
(her) choir, and make a moan/ Upon the midnight hours." 1 
Both "moan" and "upon the midnight" expreesed Keats's 
uncomfortable canditlon though he was linked to Psyche's 




choir. 



In stanza five, Keats came as usual to the ciimax when 
he started the stanza with an emphatfic answer, "Yes, '1 will 
be thy priest," and would build a temple in on unoccupied 



103 



again. The reiteration of sore throat began to worryhim more 
than ever, especiclfy with his consumptive background. In 
a letter to his sister he said, "I wave been taking care of myse- 
lf—- 1 have been obliged to so, and i am In hopes that by this 
care I shall get rid of a sore throct whch has haunted melat 

ntervais nearly a twelvemonth." 5 | n this state, he began to 
ponder on life and visualize it as "the vale of soul-making, 
relying heavily on the Intellect to utilize life asiproperiy as 
possible; ft is "a kind of continuous magical confrontation, 
requiring to be met with right answer." Such answer, he bel- 
ieved, is "to be derived from intuition, courage, and accumu- 
Iction of experience." His stachment to reality became stro- 
nger and more complex. He ttarted to perceive "evil very 
clearly and put it at the veryScenter of his mental life." 6 He 
saw into the sea the "eternal fierce destruction" of the stru- 
gie for existence. He saw youth grow pale and spectre-thin 
and die. He also saw life treading down another life. He dev- 
eloped a pessimistic attitude thatllife could be nothing but 
tragic. Evil and pain, to him, always win at the end. 
So, he became completely aware of his condition and deeply 
opinionated of his morbidity. Such feelings made him consc- 
ious of the fact that he should Siook for life, an ideal one, n a 
world where neither worries nor troubles exist, dramatica- 
lly pushed by his love to Fanny Brawne. In a letter to her, da- 
ted July 1819, he discussed the idea of himself, "which was 
not fiattering, and we see how the y^ry longing of his love, 
only so distinctly certain of fulfilment, brought him up shar- 
ply against the idea of death." 8 

Aspirction for immortality Icou Id be traced primarily in 
his "Ode to Psyche" which apparently seems a happy one. 
In a letter to George and Georgiana Keats, April 30, 1819, he 
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.ols of a high romance, / And think thct (he) may never live 
to trace their shadows'* in his own writing. However, Keats, 
like any body else, dreamed of the figure and the beauty of 
his idealised woman that he would meet very soon aod team 
his life with, g Yet he was afraid that he would never be able 
to "relish in the fairy power / Of unreflecting love I" Conse- 
quently, he would be left alone "on the shore/ Of the wild 
world" until "Love and Fame to nothingness sink." 

Most probably, his serious fears about himself resulted 
from being a product oHsuch morbid family, which Sactually 
enhanced hfs readiness to develop the disease. Soiduring hfs 
tour in Scotland with Charles Brown they settled temporarily 
in Isle of Mull in July 1818, and there heScaught a nasty cold 
which, later in September, developed into sore throct. Thou- 
he was considerably relieved from soreness, it showed Hazain 
in December for which he became conscious of his unhealthy 
condition. 

William Sharp in his biography of Joceph Severne says, 
"During the Autumn of 1813 Severne saw little of Keats. Wh-, 

en they did meet hsnotced that- his friend was distraught 
and without that look of falcon-like alertness which was so 
characteristic of him... it certainly seemed las though zh-z po- 
et were losing strength and energy, for he ceased to make 
much interest in the intellectual matters, and declared himse- 
lf unable to take long- walks or Indulge In anynecessary exer- 
cise." 3 After nursing his brother Tom who later died of tub- 
erculosis, Keats contracted the disease. He was distractedly 
shocked by the death of his brother, which left him peculiarly 
alone. 4 

Keats then moved to Wentworth Place tolive with his 
friend Brown where he unfortunately developed sore throat 



t0\ 



v ■. -■ ^ .1 I- . . 



To deal with Keat's aspiration for immortality, it is logi- 
cal to trcce some of the main events in his life which had atrem 



endous effect on his life and career as distinctly exoresssd in 
his poetry. 

Keats lost his parents at the age of fifteen, lived with his 
grand -mother Mrs. Jennings rat Edmonton, To fulfil his fsxh 
er's wish, he went to madicai school, Passed his examinations 
in July 1816 to become a sisr- geon . But Poetry rather surgre 
was his destined Sprofession. As early ss 1812, he started wri- 
ting poetry (im tatlon of spencer ) and Later he produced a 
number of promising poems, among them his sonnet "O Solit- 
ude" 

Pleading Spencer's Faerie- Queens fond Chapman's trans- 
lation of Homer with his friend Charles Cowden Clarke, he 
was completely swept py the poetic "realms of gold " through 
whlc he believed he would, free his ta-'-ants, his feeiinss and 
and his soaring imagination . Keats was .tremendously influx- 
need by Homer to the extent that helshouted with idaiight 
"as some passage of special energy struck hfs imagination. "I 
Such ecstasy and admiration was expressed in his sonnet "on 
First Looking into Chapman's Homer" in which he resenrh- 
led himself to some "watcher of the skies/ when la new planet 
swims into his ken. " 

■ Influenced by lh is parent's loss, and the. hovering threat 
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a sober, tone This shift started as early as 1 313 when he composed 
his sonnet "when I Have Fears" in which he expressed his 

M 

fears that he might die untimeithat his pen .would not "glszn 
hs "teaming brain" and pie books 'like rfch garners" to hoid 
the "fuli-ripenad gra n." It seam-ad that he would not be abb 
even to translate his inspiration from the "huge cbudyisyrnb- 
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VTS* ASPIRATION FOR IMMORTA 

AS EXPRESSED 
IN SOME OF HIS LATER POEMS 
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12 Demiurge is the Platonic deity who fashions the world 
of matter. See Timaeus 28 a_d . 

13 Mckeon. p. 155. 

14 534e 

15 See Craig La Driere, "The Problem of Plato 's Ion" Jour- 
nal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 10 (1951), 26-34. 

16 In Phaedrus (245 a ) Plato praises inspiration. Socrates affirms 
that the Muses' madness is the cause of numerous bless 
ings: "the man who approaches the threshold of poetry 
without the Muses' madness, convinced that by his skill 
he will make a good enough poet, is imperfect in himself, 
and the poetry of the sensible man will be set at nought 
by that of those who are mad." Socrates distinguishes 
four kinds of madness (Phaedrus 244 a_b , 265 b ): a) prophe- 
tic madness (from Apoilo); b) mystic madness (from Dio- 
nysus); c) poetic madness (from the Muses); d) madness 
of love (from Eros and Aphrodite). Erotic madness is con- 
sidered the highest. !t is none other than the iove of bea- 
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uty and of truth, the passion that makes philosophers and 

thinkers, and which leads to the contemplation of the 
universals. 

16 Grube, pp. 204-205. 

18 A. 9 990b ~ 991b . The translation of the Metaphysics i am 
using is that of VV.D. Ross, The Works of Aristotle, -VIM 
(1908; rpt, Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 3960). 

20 William Wimsatt, Jr., and Cleanth Brooks, Literary Crit- 
icism: A Short History (1957; rpt. New York: Alfred A. 
Knope, 1967), p.23. 

21 The Poetics, 51a36, in Literary Criticism: Plato to Dryden, 
trans. Allan Gilbert (Detroit: Wayne State University 
Press, 1962), pp. 81-82. 



9H 



[Motes 



The idea of the universal and tha particular was known before 
Plato. "To the Greeks before Plato, devoid of a mystical ssnse 
of an invisible order of realities, the plain and obvious fact was 
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that the artist did not produce the obgects of real life, out 

their appearances only, and it was therefore inevitable that 






u * impression produced on their minds was rather that of 
imitative representation than of creation, inter ©rotation, or 
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Sea J.VV.H. Atkins, Literary Criticism in Antiquity 
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es Phoadrus 243©, PoJ/i/cs 238 s , Sophist 234 a , Crctyius 492 a , 
3 See !S7 a_d , I75 c , I76 e . References to Plato' s dialogues 
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is contained in particulars, whether in the real world or in 
f art. The difference between the particular and 'the universal 
in real life and in art is that in the real world each particular 
has its own universal, but in art different particulars are comb- 
ined to reveal a single universal truth. Besides, the real world 
of art is an Illusion of the real world. The universal truth of 
art is justified by the laws of the probable; it baiongs to a wor- 
ld that nwht haooen. 

Aristotle is .implicitly refuting the arguments of Plato. 
He finds poetry a poor outcast, charged with inferiority. By 
stating the difference between poetry and history, Aristotle 
rehabilitates the art of poetry. Plato stresses the abstract as 
the only universal reality; Aristotle stresses the universality 
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that can be deduced from the concrete particulars. Jo Plato, 

the poet imitates shadows and m^rs reflection.- Aristotle's 
notion of mimesis is different. The reality the poet presents 
is not the Platonic ideas, bu^* rather the action of- peoola in 
real fife, \ he poet's mimesis la not a mere co'oy but an inroro- 
lare life The poet's mimesis is. not a mere copy but an irnpro- 
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tract and the concrete; a universality separate from particu- 
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transformed into art is the basic difference betwean the Plat- 
onic and Aristotelian Ideas on ooetrv. 



be put in verse and yet it would be nonetheless his- 
t tory whether with meter or without meter), but 

they differ in that the historian writes of what has 
happened and the poet of what might happen. Hence 
poetry is more philosophical and more serious than 
history, for poetry deals with things in a universal 
way, but history with each thing for itself. To deal 
with them universally is to say that according to pro- 
bability or necessity it happens that a certain sort 
of man does or says certain things, and poetry aims 
at this, when it gives names to the characters. 
But to deal with an individual for himself is to tell 
what Alcibiades did or experienced. This univeral 
quality of poetry has already been manifested in com- 
edy, for having composed the plot according to pro- 
babilities, comic writers give the characters any names 
that occur to them and do not, like the iambic poets, 
write about specific persons, in tragedy they cling 
to the historical names. The reason is that the poss- 
ibie is credible; if a thing has happened, we do not 
believe that it is possible, but what has happened is 
clearly possible, for it would not happen if it were 
impossible. 12 

The poet creates a formal perfection and a self-sufficient 
world. From contemplating a coherent artistic whole our ins- 
ight is sharpened and a truth, tied to the laws of probability 
and necessity, is revealed. This poetic world has its own comp- 
elling kind of inevitability. The historian, who tells of what 
has happened, writes of different and unrelated particulars; 
poetry assimilates and harmonizes the opposites. The poet 
transforms the particulars he selects from the real world of 
men into poetic structures. For Aristotle, then, the universal 



if we form the habit of imagining behind the universal fo Aris- 
totle, rather than a geometric figure like a triangle, some liv- 
ing animal, say a horse." 20 

The poet thus does not represent mere appearances, but 
he captures the hidden reality in the objects represented. The 
elements of the real world are "translated" into a poem. Hence 
a new world and a new construction are created, The new 
world of art depends for its material on the real world of man, 
but it is quite different from its source. The particulars the 
poet selects undergo a process of organization and combina- 
tion. The poet does not simply imitate, he rather arranges 
and "builds" new structures. In other words, different eleme- 
nts are brought together with intensity to reveal a universal. 
As a result, the new world of the poet is better than the real 
world as we know it. The particulars that constitute the world 
of art are selective and, further, they undergo a process of 
arrangement and organization. The poet does not rest conte- 
nted with the specific reality of each object. He combines those 
specific realities to reveal a single universal one. This probable 
universal reality is deduced and distilled from specific cases. 
Thus by assembling elements, the poet achieves harmony and 
create! a world unknown before to the reader; a world in 
which disagreeables fit and collaborate to produce one single 
literary effect. The reader, on the other hand, has never wit- 
nessed such a combination in his world of contradictory elem- 
ents. This is what differentiates poetry from history according 
to Aristotle: 

It is not the business of the poet to tell what has happ- 
ened, but what might happen and what is possible 
according to probability or necessity. 

The historian and the poet do not differ by writing 
in verse or prose (for the history of Herodotus could 
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Knowledge to him resides in the investigation of the forms 
which exist within the natural phenomena. Further, the mat- 
ter and form are unified, and ail natural objects are composite 

of form and matter. Matter gives the substance to things; form 
their outline. Matter is identified by Aristotie with poten- 
tiality and form with actuality. Every object in the universe 

moves from potential ity to actuality which is its fulfillment, 
completion, and perfection. Aristotle clearly states that "ma- 
tter exists in a potential state, just because it may come to its 
form ; and when it exists actually, then it is in Its form. 19 " 
Everything is directed in a particular direction from within, 
by an internal .force, towards its ultimate manifestation. Both 

ular and the universal exist in the world of man. The 
platen! c dualism-realm cf becoming versus eternal form-gi- 
ves way to", an Aristotelian monistic outlook unifying form 
and matter. [ (' wjp | 
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net &e ■ understood as static, we always ooserve, 
Aristotle maintains, how matter passes into rorm and form 
Into matter. Let us take the seed of whaat as an example. The 
seed is the nsatcer of which wheat is the form, when we eat 
the \vheat, .it becomes matter for our body,, which in turn bee- 
.omes a form. The universal is in the particular as one of its 
causes.The difference between Plato and Aristotle in their view 
of universale is indeed derived from the fact that whereas Plato 

Aristotie ( whose father, Nko^iacbus- if a biographical note be 
!-s vent— was ..court ohvsician to Amvntas 53 of Macedonia- 
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King Her mi as' of Atarneus and Assos in Syria) was biographi- 
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state of flux. However, ^rsstotie, uniike. Plato, does not be 
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iave that we should transcend the world of sensa to the Ideas 
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he recites Homea. It is is possible, therefore, that Plato wrote 
Ion with hfs tongue in his cheek 15 . But, the way the argument 
conducted suggests that Plcto is again emphasizing the differe- 
nce between the poet and the philosopher. There is no quarrel 
between the two, Socrates implies, as long as the poet lays no 
claim to the knowledge of the "universais 16 ." 

Nevertheless, despit3 his insistence on the inferiority of 
art to philosophy, Plato is very much sensible to the beauty 
of artistic production. He Is a supreme artist himself and his 
Dialogues attest to a profound artistic mastery. Moreover, his 
thoery of imitation does establish a connection 6 between the 
artist and life. Although Plato reduces poetry to a mere imi- 
tation of the physical phenomena, he recognizes a connection 
between everyday life and the artist. There are also questions 
that we, as readers, are likely to ask: Does not the poet, for 
example, suggest the universal by his treatment of the part- 



icular? Since the particular is an imperfect copy of the univer- 






sal, does not the poet leave the impression of how beautiful 
and true the genera! is, simply by showing his inability to repr- 
esent it? Besides, if images or representations constitute no 
satisfactory substitute for the absolute reality, are not they, 
at least, a necessary step in our approach to reality? As Grube 
aptly puts it, "few would admit that the artist is incapable of 
expressing the abstract directly .... The artist must, if confu 
sedly, represent or (to use Plato's language) imitate, the univ- 
ersal forms as well as the particulars 17 ." Plato would answer 
that these questions and opinions are justification of ignor- 
ance. Knowledge of the good springs from the ideal and the 
universal form. The poet should employ his reason, philoso- 
pher-like, to present the ideal universal. If the poet suggests 
the universal, he is most likely to distort it because his starting 
point, the particular, is imperfect. Further, the poet is a passive 
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of a bed is, that is to say, thrice removed from reality (the 
essential form of a bed). Poetry is like a picture in words, a 
mirror-image or a representation of the objects of life. All 
verbal discourse is a mere representation. *o Since the poet 
knows only appearances, he cannot be taken as a reliable teacher 
of whatever suject he deals with. Furthermore, the poet imita- 
tes what he sees, but he does not know how to make out what he 
sees (he can describe a bed but not make one). He imitates 
reality without necessarily understanding it. Hence poetry-as 
well as other kinds of artistic representations-is a production 
of ignorance. The whole notion of imitation in the works of 
Plato centers on a relation between something which is and 
something made like it: the likeness might be good or bad, 
real or apparent. The process of imitation could thus be sum- 
med as: a)imitation of ideas or universals as philosophers and the 
demi ur ge imdnlge im and the imitati on od appean an|es sueh as 
ces, such as poets do. Poets are compelled to embody in their 
works copies of the good and prohibitad from setting forth 
copies of evil. The critic in turn, must know 4 * first, what the 
copy is; second, how correctly it has been presented; third' 
how well it has been executed in words, melodies, and rhythm,, 
The poet is also attacked in the dialogue of Ion. Socrates 
insists throughout this dialogue that poets and elocutionists 
are "inspired mad men" who lie entirely in the power of 
the Muses and speak what they put in their mouths: 
For the poet is a light and winged and holy thing, 
and there is no invention in him until he has been 
inspired and is out of his senses, and the mind is 
no longer in him: when he has not attained this state, 
he is powerless and unable to utter his oracles 14 . 
There is indeed an ironic touch in the way Socrates makes 
Ion, the elocutionist, admit that he is out of his senses when 
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Not in the view of people accustomed tfc> 
thinking on these lines. 

We must not be surprized, then, if even an 
actiuai bed is a somewhat shadowy thins as 
compared with reality, 

True. 

Now shall wa make use of this example to throw. 
Jight on our question as to the true nature of 
this artist who represents things? We have here 

three ..sorts of bed: one -which exists, in -the 
■nature of thi-ngs and which I imagine, we -could 
.only -describe- a s a product: cf- divine workmanship; 
another made by the carpenter; and a third by 
painter. So the three kinds of bed beiong 
respectively to the domains of; these three : 
painter, .carpenter and ?od. \ 







Now the god made only one ideal or essantlalBed 

s whether by choice or -because he was under some 

necessity ''not .to make more than 
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The artist draws his materia! from the world of particu- 
lars; the imperfect, the many, and the sensory. Since reality, 
according to Plato, is of a general nature, art is simply an imita- 
tion of mere shadows. Plato's notion of the process of imitation 
(mimesis) is explicitly expressed in The Republic. In a dialogue 
between Socrates and Glaucon an analogy between the poet 
and an illusionist painter of a bed is drawn to illustrate the 
notion that poets are ignorant of the true universals: 

There is no difficulty; in fact there are several 
ways in which the thing can be done quite quickly. 
The quickest perhaps would be to take a mirror 
and turn it round in all directions. In a yery 
short time you couid produce sun and stars and 
earth and yourself and all other animals and plants 
and lifeless objects which we mentioned just now. 

Yes, in appearance, but not the actual things, itis 
quite so; you are helping out my argument. My 
notion is that a painter is a craftsman of that 
kind. You may say that the things he produces are 
not real; but there is a sense in which he too 
does produce a bed. 

Yes, the appearance of one. 
And what of the carpenter? Were you not saying 
gnat now that he only makes apart cular. 
bed what we call the form or essen- 
tial nature of bed 

Yes, I was. 
If so, what he makes is not the reality, but 
only something that resembles it. It would not 
be right to call the work of a carpenter or of 
any other handicraftsman a perfectly real thing, 
would it ? 
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to have the most exact conception of the essence of each 
thing which he considers? 

Certainly. 

And he attains to the purest knowledge of them who goes 
each with the intellect alone, not introducing or intruding 
in the act of thought sight or any other sense together 
with reason, but with the intellect in its own purity; he 
who has got rid, as far as he can, of eyes and ears and, so 
to speak, of the whole body, these being in his opinion 
distracting elements which when they associate with the 
soul hinder her from acquiring truth and knowledge- 
who, if not he, is likely to attain the karf getloponwue 
being? 






♦<♦♦ 



What you say has a wonderful truth in it, Socrates, 

repeated Simmias 6 . If \Jm ) 

Ail things are divided by Plato into the visible and the 
intelligible. Reflection in mirrors, in caves, and in water is a 

jT i jr M M atap* 

recurring and constant device by which Plato distinguisshes 
the universal from the particular 7 . Our eyes would be blinded 
if we looked at the sun directly instead of at its copy or image 
in wayer or in something else of that sort. The universale he re- 
fore, does not depend for its existence on the material obje- 
cts. But to understand particulars we must know the univers- 
als, and, to know reality we must dispose of the copies. If we, 
say, destroy all the tables in this world, there will remain the 
idea of a table which is not a subject to decay or change. Plato's 
philosophical discourse is directed towards a transcendental 
reality ' grasped by the human intelligence only. Certainly, 
Plato's conception of the universals is "diametrically opposed to 
anything that can be called materialistic 8 ." 
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"This pattern consists of the Forms of things in the world, as 

well it may since there is, strictly speaking, a. Form of- every 
universal term, every genus, species, element or ethical value, 
perhaos even of all manufactured as., well as natural objects* 
"4 Our comprehension of the unjversals is intellectual, and 
certainties aboit them are attainable by argument. On the 
other hand, our knowledge of and opinions about the partic- 
ulars of the "world of shadows" are sensory,, and,, thus,, no 
ratiocinative comprehension is possible. This reasoning is made 
clear by the famous allegory of the.bave in I he Republic. In ..that 
allegory men are deoictad as sitting on abench in a cave with 
their backs to a huge fire beyond. They see only. shadows and 
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reflections oft hat fire inside the cave. Such is our experience, 

think to be reality and 
universal truths. 5 In "Phdedo Socrates is discussing with "Simm- 
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ias the "deceptive nature" of the world of sense. He then proc- 
eeds'': "■-' 



in the world sf particulars, of what we 




VYelk" but there- is another thin^i Simmias: Is there or is 
there not an aosofute justice? 



Assuredly there is. 
And an absolute beauty and absolute good? 
■■ ■ Ui courzz. ■■"■'■ 
But did you ever behold any of them With your eyes? 
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nearest approach to the knowledge of their several natu- 
res made by him '"who so orders his irica llectuai vision as 
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from the point of view of an outsider. So the story is told as 
history is. The novel is not merely a presentation of Sutpen's 
life, rather it uncovers the history of the South. Shereve asks 

Quentin : * ( Tel! about the South, what *s it like there ...." 
(P. 143) , and Quentin tells him Sutpen 's story as represent- 
ative of the Southern society. Thus, there can be no doubt 
that Sutpen's racial attitudes are part of , and essential in, his 
culture, and these attitudes destroy the Southern culture as 
we 



I William Faulkner , Absalom Absalom ( London : Penguin 
Books, 1975) ' P. S07. Ail subsequent references to Absalom, 

Absalom are to this edition and will be cited parenthetc- 
ally in the paper. /X* V/ 1\ 

2- For further details about this point see Jean pouiUon, 
Time and Destiny in Faulkner" in Faulkner : A Collection 
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:y'tn znd /ViOtion (Princeton 
and Mew Jersey : Princeton University Dress, 1973 ) ,P.I9! 

4- Cleanth Brooks, William Faulkner: Toward yoknapatawpha 

and Beyond (New Haven and london: Yale University Press, 
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6- Edward L Vblpe, /\ Rapier's Gu/da to Wuliam Faultier (New 
YoMt : -Qcz^on Books, 1974) , P. 202 . 
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economic rank, or nationality or tribe, or famify".6 Sutpen is 
a tragic figure and his tragic flaw is that he is naive, and his 
naivety is that of achild; it is the naivety which makes him 
believe that "the ingredients of morality were like the ingre- 
dients of pie or cake and once you had measured them and 
balanced them and put them Into the oven it was all finished 
and nothing but pie or cake could come out" (P.2I6). 

His Problem is that he is innocent and that he misdirects 
his innocence. When he is asked about his design he says" 
where did 3 make the mistake In it ?"(P.217). Faulkner makes 
it clear that such naive disregard of the accepted values is dan- 
gerous in a shfiting. society. Sucpen bl ndly nsists on establi- 
shing a sort of compromise between. his environment and his 
private detyrlorcted static morality. So he suffers the struggle 
bitween his wishes and his conditions . Though he achieved 
most of his design but he spends all his life suffering the frust- 

stablishins a dynasty, in fact, while he starts build- 
in? this dynastv, he puts, the first seed of h?s destruction. His 
trage dyiies in wasting his virtues, and In violating Qvery hum- 
an instinct including love, This costs him his sons and his life. 

in this novel, then, Faulkner dramatizes the theme of rej- 
ection of mora] codes, and the denial of human equality, givi- 
ng Sutpen's tragedy a wider meaning . Though Faulkner treats 
an ndividual's ■oroblem, he gives it historical and social signif- 
icance. Absalom, Absalom provides us with a series of scenes 
in which charaters, attitudes,' obsessions of the narrators are 
shown dearly . Quantlrfs grandfather's version ( though he' 
is Sutoen 's friend ). reveals that he is of no concern with the 
story, Rosa's shows her hatred, Quentin's gives -the impression 
that he is a protector of the honor of the South. The rea- 
der realizes that Quentin and Henry are hut one. Shereve 's 
guesses and interpretations make us understand the story 
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she does not serve him, and it does not mean, in any way, that 
he denies her human dignity. Faulkner's message in Absa!om, 
Absalom is to condemn the South's unforgivable crime, in addi- 
tion to racia! prejudice, of refusing to give the negroes "the 
faintest hint of recognition "4. 

By killing Bon, Henry deprived his sister of her lave, 
Judith, "a widow without ever having been a bride" (p. 12), 
is capable of iove. She suiters the loss of this love, and she tries 
to compensate for it by taking care of Bon's wife and child aft- 
er his death. 
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agsdy brought upon the famiy stems from the fat- 
her's flaw of dealing with people as if they were objects or 
animals. He seduces Hilly Wash, the grandduaghter of his fri- 
end, John Wash, and when she gives birth to a girl, he repud- 
iates her and her child because he wants a boy to inherit him: 
"Well, Hilly, too bad y|gfe not like penslopa. Then Hcould 
give you a decent stall in thVsS^...,' "(P. 1 52). By so doing, 
he crlYes JohnVVash to kill him, Hilly and the child. 

Therefore, the germ of Sutpen's destruction is, what Peter 
5wjggart calls, the "moral bankruptcy "5. Ha chooses his wives 
as he cheeses his horses with the same care and shrewdness 
wiht which he chooses the other livestock-horses and mules 
and cattle-which he bought later on" (P.50)." 

Sutpen 'slack of human feelings makes him fail to recog- 
nize the human existence of the people he is living among. 
!h;s Is mo cuite discernible in kaspi^ th* French architect 
captured tiii the completion of his mansion (P. 180). He is unable 
to feel or understand zhz feelings of others. His ambition and 
hope to fulfil his design are destroyed by his racial discrimi- 
nation, and by pushing Henry to kill his brother. His crime, 
as Edward LVoJpe points out, is "the denial of equal human 
status of men of different coior, or religion, or social and 
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Mm Judith. Sutpen rejects such aprcposal and derives Henry to 
kiU his brother. Here the title of the book takes its significance 
Henry and Charies are like Absalom and Ammon love each 
other but doomed to kiii each other. Absalom was the lost son 
of king David and the most loveabie of all his sons. King David 
established a great dynasty which happened to bring Messiah. 
Sutpen, like King David, wants an inheritor for his dynasty 
but unlike Kins David, who has many sons, he has only one 
choice, only one suitable son.whom he drives to be a murdere. 

The novel is bssed on centra! irony. Sutpen, whose only 
motive for his design has been what he experienced as a child, 

is now the one at whose door his son Charles Eon stands begg- 
\ii? recognition. Or a can see that Sutpen is even more severe 
than the Dentation's owner because he denies the blood rela- 

tionship with his sen, which is, in R.P. Adams' words, "the 

r 
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torn between his -father's wul and his *^we for his friend Bon. 
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brutal action as a" murderer and fratricide" (P.!2). From the 

meditation made by Quentin and Shereva to arrive to at the 
real motive of Henry's crime (P.79). one can find that Quentin 
is more involved here than in any other place in the novel 
Quentin narrates the story from the point of view of a south- 
erner, as if St is his case, he Is defending Henry. As a southe- 
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incest, but to prevent miscegenation (P.74): the same flaw 

of the father Is Inherited by the son, Henry finds out that Bon 
has -an octoroon mistress and a child. Henry looks on Bon's 
mistress as "a bought woman. A whore" (P/95). However, to 
make a holy contract with an octoroon does not mean that 
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only on the principle of how far they could support, and how 
much they could add to, his design. Ellen's family is respectable 
tne father is a steward in the Methodist church, one who judges 
everything in accordance with morals. They offer Sutpen what 
he lacks: "respectability" (p.i I) Sutpen, in return, destroys the 
family. He corrupts Ellen in so many ways. Miss Rosa Ccldfield 
his sister-in-law, describes him as "not a bein* an entity he 
was a commonwealth, He was a barracks fille dwith stubborn 
back-looking ghosts" (p.9),His amusement is drinking, .gamb- 
ling and wctching his negroes fignting. His only relcxction 
is to strip to the waist and fight bloodily with his wild negroes 
to prove that he is 'the strong-st and the best. This happen 
usually in the sight of his wife and his two chiidern. 

Rosa's demonizing and fearful picture of Sutpen: "the 
evil's source and head which had outlasted all its victims" (p. 
14), is out of her fear that she may share him his life. For 

alter Ellen's death he proposej^to mzrry her. But Rasa, the 



romantfc fool, is frustrated by his su??estion that" they bread 

together for test and sample and if it was a boy they would 
marry" (p. 146) . She hates him mainly because she thinks that 

□ hi 

orougnt tne curse upon hei" fzmlly and destroyed their social 
eminent stctus and respeetabliity.She lives the rest of her life 
rigid with hatred. As a result the reader discounts her as a 
narrator of one the versions of the story. 

At the peak of Sutpen's success his trapedy begins. His 
chiicern beccnie the instrument of his tragedy. The central 
eoiscde in the novel is the murder of Charles Bon by his half 
brother, Henry. The two brothers meet at. the university. 
Charles vlzm the Coidfieids and mil in love with Judith. Not 
knowing that Charles is Sutpen's son. Ellen proposes to marry 
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of course, a wife" (p. 217). He came to Mississlpi, exploited 

the Indians by cheating them of hundred square miles to build 
his mansion, Sutpe's Hundered, furnished it apparently out 
of nothing, had twenty negro servants, married Ellen Cold- 
field and fathered two childern, Henry and Judith. Here, it is 
worthy of mentioning that Faulkner is not against Sutpen's 
resolution to be rich and famous, to build an impressive plant- 
ation, a dynasty and, to sum up, to make the" undying mark". 
Feather, he disapproves of the idea that Sutpen's success in 
possessing " what this man has" may put him in the same situ- 
ation as that of the plantation's owner, and may make him 
a man with no human feelings. 

The reader's sympathy for the boy at the planter's door 

is undermined by his surprise to see Sutpen putting aside his 
dealing with othrs in accordance with logic. Ultimately he 
becomes blind to the emotions of others, particularly, of his 



Obsessed by the new desgin he ft as been formulating, ne 
rejects other's ambition to affirm their identity. He repudiates 
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Charles Bon (named after his mother's family)* just because, 
as he telis Quentin's grandfather ( who is less involved in the 
story), "she was not and could never be, though no fault of 

her own, adjunctive or incremental to the design" (P. 193). 

Her cn'v fault (he himself admits that it is not her own) 
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on such immoral grounds is in itself a denial of their humanity. 
He puts his wife aside as -"the eleventh or twelfth, century 

Sutoan's o!an to marry Ellen Coldfield, his second wife, 
has not been unpurposefuily calculated, for he deals with people 
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with a people iiving on it ail divided and fixed 
and neat because of what they happened to own and 
i where a certain few men not only has the power of 

life and death and barter and sale over others , 
but they had iiving human men to perform the endless 
repetitive personal offices, such as pouring the 
wery whisky from the jug and putting the glass into 
a man's hand or putting off his boots from him to 
go to bed (p. 182) 

The reader can find that such moral codes are extremely alien 
to Sutpen. When he goes to convey his father's message to 

the plantation's own*r, Sutpen is prevented, "even before 
he could state his errand" (P. 192), fern entering the house. 
The negro tells him to go around the back door. Sutpen, the 
boy, is seriously degraded by this^inddent that he begins to 
think that he has been denied his existence. Indeed, he is shoe- 
ked by this experience because he expects to be received as a 
human being: "he did expect to be listened to because he 

hfS-H CCs"".- h-zfi'r*. ^.'--'P' ; ' i''-.t> ■*? .■^""■~ a. Si :<zi -. : i -ci .7-;'" -f~\ ! r *)"^\ r>«j-> »,»,. -,*-*- -,.» , 

to his expectation, the only answer he recives is' the words 

that deny him his humanity. Sein? touched with compassion 
for Sutpen, the reader couid fed that this experience is an 
outrageous and serious violation of the moral design Sutoen 
respected in his childhood. 

Contamplaing to revenge himself upon the pianter Sutoen 
thinks of murder "But i can kill him— No. That wouldn't do 

them he has got -co have what they have that made them do 
what the man did" (o, J9-6V 
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-a, outpen conceived his grand design. He told Quen ■ 
tins's grandictner, "I had a design. To aceomoiisb it 1 should 
require money, a house, a piantation, slaves, a family-incidentiy 
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ments in the story differ according to their own reflections 
and prejudices. The reader is presented with several versions 
tot the story as told by Quentin as told to him by Miss Rosa or 
his fatner who has neard it from his grandfather. In the first 
part of the novel we are provided with the major events of the 
story.whiie in the secondpart of the novel we are given interpr- 
etations of these facts.Quentin told his friend Shereve the stroy 
of Sutpen and their conversation is interrupted from time to 
time by some : disclosures, guesses, deductions and hypothesis 
Much of the information especially the eotives of the characters 
come out of imagination of these two young men Quentin and 
Shereve. The major characters are pictured through the 
memories of the narrators . This defines the creative process 
Faulkner follows in writing his novel and his ability to make 
use of few facts to come with such an imaginative construction 
These versions shed light on the story from different angels 
and the reader has to make his own interpretation, he has to 
find a compromise between the different points of view of the 
narrators and to give his own final judgement. 

However, Sutpen is the son of a villager in the mounta- 
ins of West Virginia where man is judged by the principle of 
what he s is' not by what he* has' and where Land 

belonged to anybody and everybody and so the man who 
would so to the trouble and work to fence -3Vf a 
piece of it and say "That is mine" was crazy , 

and as for objects ... only that crazy man would 
to the trouble to take or even want more than 
he could eat or swap for powder or whisky (p. 1 82) 

Faulkner is undoubtedly successful in portraying vividly the 

contrast Between the morality of this primitive society and 
that of Tidewater to which Sutpen's family moved when he 

was ten, it is a place 
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The prevalent and most distinguished thematic trait that 
captures the Faulkner reader's attention is that the novelist's 

■* 

"_ 

vision is concentrated on the exploration of serious social 
phenomena. The message emphatically disclosed by his novels 
is man's endeavour to assert himself as a significant being. Man 
has to accomplish some sort of an achievement to be remem- 
bered for, and has to make "the undying mark on the blank 
face of the oblivion" 1 . This theme of the individual's attempt 
to achieve something outstanding isJVelated to Faulkner's 
interest in, and his conception of, the past, the past of the South 
in. particular. The past, for him, represents reality. It is not 
the past of the individual but the past of the whole community . 
So what is referred te as the' present south' is what its oast 
has made it 2 . 
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Faulkner's Absalom, Absalom, provides, in almost, compli- 
cated manner, a sound volume of the history of the south. This 
novel demonstrates, quite effectively, Faulkner's persistant 



campaign, a rather severe one, on the indignation and the socia! 
barriers which typify the southern past. Fauikner's main conc- 
ern here is man's struggle to find a sort of compromise between 
his ambition and his environment. This struggle, Faulkner 
believes, will bring with It the seeds of destruction if it is not 
based on moral values. In depicting the life story of Thomas 
Sutpen, the spokesman of the aristocratic society of the south, 
Faulkner wants to assert that the decline of this society is attri- 
buted to the fact that it is not built "on the rock of stern mor- 
ality but on the shifting sand, of opportunism and moral 
brigandage". (P.2I4). 

The novel is perplexing and confusing to the uninitiated 
reader. Faulkner never gives us a logically ordered sequence 
of incidents, rather he provides his reader with the story of 
Thomas Sutpen refracted by several narrators whose involve- 
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The practice of references to Greek mythology began 
with Seneca. The classical references, or rather the infernal 
allusions are perhaps the sphere in which hksrton and sackve- 
ille best showed themsejves disciples of Seneca, These allusions 
are of course a part of the Senecan apparatus. Acheron, charon 
and the rest v/ere indeed dear to Seneca. This is not a mere 
pedantry or showing off. It was a tradition to marshal them in 
any tragic composition. The model was only seneca. so m seneca 
there is mention of "siris,"Procrustes" , "Gretan bull" "Da- 
elaus". (phaedra, IV. p. 145). "Tityos", "Grim Acheron" (Tbyes- 
tes, 1, p. 45). "Tartarus" (Thyestes, V, p. 91). "Hector" (7«e 
Trojan women, 1, p. !5I)."Hecuba" "Priam" {The Trojan women,) 

The classical references are profuse In Gorhoduc. We can 
easilly note the reference to "Thantalus- "Medea" , "Athamas 
"Althea" (Gorhoduc, III- p. 105). "The Furies (Gorhoduc, IV, 
ii, k. 115). "Jove" (Xorbadutrfti ii- p. U5). Apollo" (Xorboduc 
I, ii, anp "Apollo's son, who parched the earth. (Gorhoduc, 1, 
ii- k. 96). "Ilion" (Troy). (Gorhoduc, II, ii, p. 96), "Phrygian fields 
(Gorhoduc, 111, i, p. 98). 

Gorhoduc does not mark any great progress over Seneca's 
tragedies. It is true that Gorhoduc was once zcted; but today 
it can hardly be even called an armchair tragedy, for there is 
hardly a student who cares to peruse it carefully, unless he is 
engaged in a relevant research. It is evident that Seneca's con- 
tribution to the language of Gorhoduc is gigantic and many- 
branched. The linguistic parallels between Seneca's plays and 
Gerboduc immediately draw our attention. 

The bombast In Gorhoduc Is perceptibly less than that In 
the Senecan tragedies. There are of course the rhetoric, and 
^he yery long speeches. But Gorhoduc is on an equal footing 
with Seneca's plays in the impossibility of being staged today; 
though all can become "broadcasted" (1) 



* By traitorous fraud of young untemper's wits, 

of his inflamed head (Gorboduc, HI, 

i, 32-36). 
Seneca was a moral philosopher. Since there is very little 
action, the speech had to be embellished in every possible 
way, including the use of adages, which are expected to spa- 
sparkle with wit and to be chertsheed by the serious reader 
looking for the lesson. Seneca's tragedies abound in wise- 
sayings which permeate the speeches like gems in address. 
Very often, the speeches are spangled with such fine pearis 
as are cheriched by the lovers of stylistic grace and relished 
by the sensitive literary taste. The following are some exam - 
oles from Seneca's plays: .♦:♦:%, 

Through loyalty lies the traitors way to mischief 

( Oedipus, III, P. 236 ). > 



Or, 



It 




is not worldly wealth that makes 



a kin^, 
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kin-? is he who has no ill to fear. (Thysstss, il, 

Gorboduc is sparkled here and there with adages, which 

characterise the Senecan plays. Here they are intended to teach 
the queen a political lesson, it is noted that adages are used on 
a small scale, probably because the authors consciously had no 
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Bv other's harms, and turn it to' his g 
But woe to him that, fearing not to often 
Doth serve his lust, and will no see the end. 

(Gorboduc, IV, 25 29). 
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,the Renaissance world of new marvellous geographical disc- 
overies. In Oedipus we note the following reference to geogn 
raphy: 

The first called lllisos. (Oedipus, II 

pp. 219-220). 
Number 

rule (Gorboduc, I, ii, p. 85). 

Seneca is gifted with an admirable narrative power. 
His tragedies are never meant to be acted. They sound like 
debates' The events are never acted, but are reported by 
amessenger. Cunliffe remarks that "narrative plays agreat 
part in Seneca's tragedies; but much of it is mere padding/' 
(I) Seneca could not have finished the ten tragedies without 
an outstanding narrative power, it is the narrative power 
that enabled the Master of the Weird Sisters to describe 
the cauldron's contents, and enabled Lennox to describe 
the state of affairs in Scotland under Macbeth's atrocities 
So in Oedipus the putting out of the king's eyes with his 
own hand is only reported by the messenger : 

Fury was in his voice, his face 

Blazed with afire of passion, and 
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A terrifying rear, he. thrust his fingers 
Into his eyes, and those wild ords stared out 
And seemed to rush to meet the hands they know. . 
( Oedipus. V, PP. 247-248). 
In Govboduc the narrative power of the authors, Norton 
and Sackville, is remarkable: 

My lord Ferrex, your eldest son, misled 



*' 



(I) J. W. Cunliffe: P. 20. 
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The dreadful, furies daughters of the night, 
With serpents girt, carrying the whip of ire, 
With hair of stinging snakes, and shining 

bright 

With flames and blood, and with a brand of 

fire. 

(Gorboduc, !V, p. SIS) 

Invocations are rhetorical style in which the dramatist 
invokes certain powers to come to his aid. They are quickll 
ebbed in Elizabethan drama and their Presence in Gorboduc 
certifies to the affinity with Seneca and his farstretching tyra- 
nny over the English tragedians at the time of the Renaissance. 
Invocations take a christian tursvof mind in Gorboduc, Thus we 
note the religious turn of mind for the authors were Orthodox 
christians. The invocations in Seneca are addressed to one 
of the pods. But in Gorboduc they are in most cases addressed 
to superiors, and frequently take the form of a plea, or the 
form of a supplication. These are two examples from Seneca s 
tragedies: 



and may the gods, 
tes, 111, p. 68} 

e pr^/ to every 



deserves (Thyes- 



ft 



od 



exsse (Oedipus, il, p. 2V< 

Numerous examples of similar invocation can be seen in 
the text of Gorboduc: 
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Long may they rule, I do fces^ 



the gods. 



(Gorboduc, I, P. 82). 

And long f pray the gods to grant it'sd. 
iGorboduc, i, ii, k. 78), 
Geographical references had to be common in the expa- 
dinp Roman Empire. They had to be even more common In 
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Seneca's rant is clearly conspicuous in Gorboduc. Some- 
t.mes it is the linguistic form of a content of an imprecation 
a furious andfboastlul speech as in this, furious speech of vldena 
where she seeks to revenge herself upon her younger son who 
murdered the elder: 

if after blood so eager were thy thirst, 
And murderous mind had so possessed thee, 
If such hard heart of rock and stony flint 
Lived in thy breast, that nothing olse could like 
Thy cruel tyrant's thought but death and blood. 
(Gorboduc, IV, i, 1 1, 39-40) 
Seneca is in the habit of using all the possible synonyms 
of one word in dose proximity, or quoting a string of mytho- 
logical examples for one idea. This is evident in the reflections 
on Fate in Oedipus. Note how the central idea is repeated in 
different words: 

Fate guides us; let fat have her way. 
No anxious thought of ours can change 
The pattern of the web of destiny. 

AH creatures move on their appointed path 
In their beginning is their end (Oedipus, IV, 
p. 248). 
A conspicuous illustration of the repetition of one central idea 

occurs in Gorboduc where we note the description of the three 
furies known as Alecto, Megaera and Tisi phone. These are 
mythical figures heavily exploited by the tragedians. One of 
their jobs is to infuriate their victimslnto wrath, and to mur- 
der, also to hound the murderers and to drive them mad as 
a part of their punishment for bringing about the untimely 
death of the innocent: 
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which were chronic defects inherited from Senecan. The Senecan 
ejaculations are notably echoed in Gorboduc So in the opening 

of Act 11 we read: 

a . and is it thus? and doth he prepare 

( Gorbodnc, II, p. 94). 

b. O cruel wight! should any cause 

Prevail to make thee stain 

Thy hand with brothers blood? 

( Gorboduc, IV, If. P. II). 

c. O silly woman I ? 

( Gorboduc, IV, II, p. 112). 

<j, O hateful light, O Loathsome life, 

O sweet and welcome death! 

( Gorboduc, IV, ii, p. 1 12). 



ire of Seneca's plays and of Goro- 
;helr banishment from the mode- 



oduc, is the one responsible for 

rn stage It is extremely hard to find a single occasion of any of 
these plays being staged. The modern audience detests to hear 
rant and expects only a homely conversational dialogue trea- 
ting a homely topic or a public issue worthy of the intelligent 
man's interest. In Thyestes the ghost of Tantalus speaks: 

Who hales me from my miserable rest 
Among the dead below, where my starved 

mouth 
Gapes for the food that runs out of its reach? 
What god bids Tantalus return again 
To this abode he never should have seen? 
is there some punishment in store for me 
Worse than to stand dry-mouthed in run- 
ning water 
Worse than the everlasting yawn of hunger? 

( Thyestes, I, p. 45). 
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d. * .... he that had 

Nothing today, tomorrow shall enjoy 
Great heaps of gold, and he that flowed In wealth 
Lo, he shall be bereft of life and ail. ( Gorboduc, 

V, ii, p. 124). 
An ejaculation is the instinctive retort to an odious piece 
of news carried to one by the messenner carrying lll-tidmgs or 
on heariny somethiog to arouse pity or sorrow. Ejaculations 
are met in an arm-chir tragedy: but they are an impediment 
to quick action on the stage. Brief eiacuiat:ons are abundant 
in Seneca's tragedies and in Gorboduc. The following are some 
examples from the plays of the Roman tragediaor 

a. Can so great a crime 

Be paid for with so brief a penalty*. 

s0(\Oedipus, V, p. 247), 

f j/fC\ Treachery 

b. Was this our pact? is this your brotherly love 

And reconciliation? is this peace? 

jjtsi* ( Thyestss - v< p - 89) - 

A Fine specimen is noted in Oedius -it begins with the chorus 
shouting : 

c. But what is this? ..,..,., 

( Oedipus, act 5, k. 246), 

d. filial love, doomed love, I am ashamed 

To utter what has been foretold of me 

( Oedipus, Act I, k. 200), 
Ejaculation implies, the sudden rhetorical address of some- 
body, usually a bad person, in terms of reproach or contempt. 
It goes without sayisg that if the addressee is absert, the f iguare 
of speech inyoives an apostrophe. Examples of such brief ejac- 
ulations must abound in tragedies carrying the appeiation 
"Tragedy of Blood". They are always inseparable from the rhe- 
torical devices prevalent in the rhetorical style and the rant 
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a * He that uncovers truth 

Uncovers it, too often, to his harm (Oed/- 
pus, IV, P. 242), 
b- Who has most power to act* 

should have most power to endure. (77? 
Trojan Women, II, n. 165), 
z - Men must be made to want what they dislike. 

(TTjyestes, n. 54). 

^- He who desires to win sincere approval 

Will seek ft in the heart, not on the tongue 
In the same page we come across the following epigram: 

To harm a brother, even a guilty brother 

Must be a sin (Tnyestes, II, P. 55) 

Epigrame which are a feature of the Senecan style, and 

which are the thing to expect from a stoic philosopher anp 
arhetorician are vastly echoed In Groboduc. But in Groboduc 
epigrams are intended to teach tfee queen a political lesson 
"showing the evils which might ensue in the realm of England 
if succession to her throne should be left unsettled. (I) so in 
Groboduc we read such epigrame as the following : 

a. The sticks, that sunder'd break so soon in twain 

In fagot bound attempted were in vain 

(Gorboduc, !, is, P. 86). 

b. Sorrow doth dark the judgment of the wit. 

{Gorboduc, li, i, P. 102). 

c. But woe to him that fearing not to offend 

Doth serve his lust, and will not see the end 

(Gorbodue, IV, 0, P. IIS) 



(2) W. Farnham: The Medieval Heritage of Elizabethan TYage- 

dy, P. 352. 
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Traitor to kin and kind, to sire and me, 
To thine own flesh, and Traitor to thyself (Gorboduc, 
!V, i., p. 105). 
Parallelisms are abundant in Seneca's tragedies and in 
Gorboduc. Naturally there must be mental affinities between 
Thyestes where Atreus and Thyestes are rivals for the throne, 
and Gorboduc, where Porrex grudges his brother's position 
and plots to dethrone him, 

Length of speeches is a feature of Seneca's tragedies and 
of Gorboduc. In The Trojan Woman (\, P. 155) the speech of 
Hecuba amounts to about eighty lines. In Gorboduc philander 
(P.80) delivers as peech of about- ninety iinet. Numerous exam 
pies can be found in a casual look at the texts of the two plays, 
lengthy speeches remind us that Seneca is deep-rooted in Nor- 
ton and Sackville. They just followed Seneca, though at the 
vaiue of dramatic grace, for such a length would be unaccep- 
table in amodern play. Long speeches which blemish the work 

of Seneca do mark the oiav of Gorboduc on the stam Such Ion.? 
speeches in tragedy are to be looked for in on prototype other 

than Seneca, such Jong deliveries give the authors "opportu- 
nity for rhetorical expansion".(i) 

Seneca's poetry is philosophical rather than dramatic 
Reflective passages are abundant. The reflections are sparkled 
with charming epigrams. Host of them bear upon the stoic or 
rather pessimistic philosophy where there is much to suffer 
and little to enjoy. Epigrams are easily confounded with adages, 

lit £ I iC2 t V V Q £\s i t £Li *j J v c ; ^e^ a.-^- w j J 1 y i ios a j si t; liL cl a €! ^oii lly * JS s i : S£ « 52 " 
IHl 3.L S 'J 5 4 v v S i SLU3 .• '£ C k t, i ii d. L fit n *d V J ;:; J a-Ill j d, / £ *. 1 3 ^ l-t?J<~ UlUf wi v / s « 

under contribution, whereas the adage is usually self -explain- 
ing. These are some examples from Seneca's tragedies: 



(J) ./. W. Cunllffe: P. 22. 
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the language. We first note the rhetoric, We note the Senecart 
declamtion, bombast, and rant, Since the plays are not 
acted, they tend "to have less and less action, and the whole 

burden is thrown upon the language Seneca's audience was 

steeped in rhetoric. „ (I) Declamatory speeches are omnipr- 
esent in seneca, mainly because the author never thought of 
the question of staging, but meant the plays to be read at leis- 
ure. 



It is self-evident that very frequent declamations hamper 
the action on the stage, by making the speech sound more 
like a homily than a business like talk accompanying action, 
so in Seneca's Phaedra we readi 

O woman 
First of all womankind in wickedness, 
Worse than your mother! as your sin is worse 
Thna hers who was the mother of 
a monster (Phaedra, ii. P. 125) 

on the other hand, in Gorboduc it is easy to nota the various 
linguistic devices, the force of language, the effusion of passion, 
the repeated use of apostrophe and the rhetorical questions.(2) 

The following speech of Videna is obviously a soliloquy which 
is. entirely Senecen and was destined to be a feature of Eliza- 
bethan tragedy: 

O hateful wretch o heinous traitor both to heaven 
and earth i 

Thou Porrex, thou this damned deed hast wrought: 
Thou Porrex, Thou, shall dearly bye the same, 

{/) ■ F. L. Lucas: Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy, p. 57. 
(2) See, LA. Seneca: Four Tragedies and Qttavia (English 
Translation with an introduction by E.F. Watting), P. 34. 



59 



Whenever one thinks of a possible model that was a favo- 
urite with Elizabethan tragedians it is the name of Seneca, not 
that of Aescylus, Sophocles, or Euripides that instantly comes 
to the mind, though the three Greeks were avowedly greater 
and better artists than seneca, who was "the most modern of 
the ancients*' (1) 

Seneca, of the first century a.d., wrote ten tragedies, of 
which the best known are: Thyestes, Phaedra, The Trojan Women 
Oedipus, and Agamemnon. His tragedies are oratorical. They 
are replete with rhetoric and declamation. They have been 
called armchair tragedies lor they are fitter to be read than 
acted. 

The appearance of Gorboduc marks the first step from 
the mere translation of Seneca to the imitation thereof. The 
English had before been content|:^o translate the latin of 
Seneca, and the earliest translations were those of Troades, 
Thyestes and Herculrs Furens, which Jasper He I wood rendered 
between 1550 and 156}.. Gorboduc had a legal significance, It 
was written for the revels of the Jnnj&r. Temple in (1561-1562). 
" The gentlemen who wrote Gorboduc did so for the law-stude- 
nts of the inner Temple". (2) The moral which Norton and 
Sackviiie intended to point out is essential^ niot Senecan for 
"Gorboduc insists on the evils of a divided realm."(3) 

In Gorboduc, Seneca is fully echoed. His impact ean be tra- 
ced in (a) the language (b) the form (c) the subject-matter. 

Th l! P fE Sr J? conoarned on >y wltJ i *he echoes in the sphere of 
\1) J. N. ^unliffe: ihe influence of Seneca ion Elizabethan 

Tragedy, P. 15. 

(2) J. £. Cunningham : Elizabethan and Early Stuart Drama P. 19. 

(3) A. K. Mail wraith (ed.), Ffve Elizanethan Tragedies, World's 
Classics No. 452, Introduction, p. 20. 
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SENEGAN ECHOES IN THE LANGUAGE OF 

GORBODUG * 
By Jurnah Xareem Hameed (Dept. of Languages, College 

Of Education, Univ. of Mosul ). 
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(*) The researc/i has iieen JF/'Jtten under the cup revision of Joseph 
Nadir. 
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is the reason why Wordsworth's Preface is notable, "it made 
the diction, rather than plot, character, or design, the central 
and engrossing subject of critical inquiry, and secondly, because 
it sheared away the rhetorical frame in which this topic had 
been traditionally treated,." 31 

The neo-classical theory of poetry confirms that the lang- 
uage must be appropriate to the matter signified, to the effect 
intended to be produced, to the character concerned, to the 
incidental situation and to the momentary state of mind of the 
speaker who gives it utterance ', The last requisite shows the 
relationship between passion and the use of figurative langu- 
age. Abrams calls this theory rhetoric theory in the./ basic sense 
that it conceived of poetry, like rhetoric, to be an act of achie- 
ving effects on an audience, and looked upon the various elem- 
ents of a poem chiefly as so many means toward that end.Abr- 
ams is Justified to assume that Beattie's terms and criteria have 
become sacred in Words worth's Prefa ce.Beattie believes that 
passion is one of several factors determining the propriety of 
diction in a given instance. For Wordsworth, it is the only 
source and sanction of poetry. He wrote in 1800, "Words, a 
poet's words more paricuiarly, ought to be weighed in the. 
ballance of feeling .... for the reader cannot be too often 
reminded that poetry is passion." 32 By this he means the 
poet's feeling that is recollected in tranquility and not the 
words of the character. 
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just as spontaneous is another prime criterion of his. Words- 
worth believes that such a standard was set by his predecessors 
who wrote from passion excited by real events. They wrote 
naturally and as men: feeling powerfully as they did; their 
language was daring and figurative. To him modern poetry 
became false when poets started to use figures of speech mech- 
nicaily when they are not related to the feelings and thoughts 
expressed. The result is of course a language "insensibly prod- 
uced differing materially from the real language of men in 
any situation." 26 Only the figures of speech that embody the 
feelings are natural and integral. He also believes that if the 
poet's subject be " judciously chosen, it will naturally and upon 
fit occasion, lead him to passion, the language of which-must 
necessarily be dignified and variegated, and alive with metaph- 
ors and figures, 27 The poet should make a selection to elimin- 
ate he vulagrity and meanesss of ordinary life, "Such a langu- 
age will give pleasure to the reader. Therefore, there is no 
need to deviate from natural language. Hence, ornaments are 
unnecessary. They are arbitrary and capncjous. 

It has previously been pointed out that according to 
Wordsworth, "the poet writes under one restriction only, 
namely, the necessity of giving immediate pleasure to a human 
being", .28 This viewpoint is expressed in his preface of 1800. 
But at an earlier date Wordsworth attacked James Seattle's 
essay of 1776 entitled" Poetry and Music as They Affect tha 
Mind"Beattie tells us in his essay/' the end of poetry is to 
please be imitating nature". 29 He adds that, "since poetry 
imitates nature, the language of poetry must be an imitation 
of the language of nature, and by natural language," he says, 

he means speech "Which is suitable to the speaker and to the 
occasion including the passions which move the speaker at the 

moment of utterance. "30 This according to M. H. Abrams, 
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ult of conscious art as the language of Paradise Lost. "24 it 
is true that to stick to the lower language of men needs an 
art and a complete awareness of what the artist aims to achi- 
eve. 

But how far does Wordsworth stick to his concept of 
the language of poetry as advocated in the Preface to The 
Lyrical Ballads'? it is worthwhile noting in this regard, that 
the poems added to the 1800 edition are not written in the 
Longuage op-conversation intwerand middiexlasses of society .The 
language, however, is simple and unadorned. This coincides 
with Miss Barstow's affirmation that, as early as 1800, Wordsw- 
orth was already outgrowing the advertisement to 'the Lyrical 
Ballads' and with it the experimental period of his career. Tra- 
ces of this are found in his 'Alice Fell', and his defence of the 
so-called' prosaic language'. She thinks that the original theory 
continued to interest him until about 1805, the last reprinting 
of The Lyrical Ballads' of 1800, with their preface. Friom 1807- 
on Wordsworth's works reflect theinfiuence ofmany classical 
and English writers, from whom he derived his phraseology, 
but it was his theory which tought. him how to use the works 
of these authors. Her final remark on Worhtworth's poetic 
diction is that, "Through his apparent repudiation of the lang- 
uage of books, he entered into his literary inheritance. " 25 

It is obvious that Wordsworth's refection of the eightee- 
nth-century diction was duz to his emphasis of the natural response 
to the outside world. Thr poet is an observer, his reaction to 
what he observes should flow spontaneously, or naturally. So, 
any natural response should be conveyed an the real language 
of men, because real is synonymous with . natural. 

The poet, he thinks, speaks through the mouth of his 
characters the ian uage of nature, so, natural is his criterion 
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There is on doubt that Colerdige's failure to understand the 
language of Wordsworth was because Wordsworth used the 
language of the lower class with all its peculiarities. By so doing, 
he thought that he could retain some special realistic features 
of the speech of the lower and middle class society. The use 
of such a language was, according to Miss Barstow, never Wor- 
dsworth's ideal at any time, but a definition of an experiment 
that he tried in thirteen out of nineteen poems by him in the 
first edition of "The Lyrical Ballads*'." The Preface, " She says, 
"is little more than a somewhat unwilling and frankly inade- 
quate attempt to explain this same experiment."23 
Wordsworth modified his language later on when he propo- 
sed aselection of the real language of men in 3800, softened 
it in 1802 and emphasized the selective power of the poet. 
Only in the advertisement to "The Lyrical Ballads" of 
1798 does Wordsworth say that he means to employ the 
language of conversation in the middle and lower classes 
of society. Besides, his experiment applies to a part, though 
a major part of the collection apart from Coleridge's "Anc- 
ient Mariner and other contributions. The poerns compos- 
ing the minority are, Tintern Abbey', 'Lines Left Upon a Seat 
in a yew Tree 4 The Female Vagrant', " The lines written Near 
Richmond', and The Convict,'. Apart from' the Old Man 
Travelling*, which is written in blank verse, the rest of 
the poems form ahomogeneous group, clearly reflecting 
literary influence suggested in thQ advertisement. 

To make the language of the lower and middle classes 
the medium of poetry Wordsworth had to reject all the 
devices employed by the eighteenth-century poets to raise 
poetry above prose. Personifications and periphrasis no lon- 
ger occur in his ballads. What is most interesting in Miss 
Barstow's study in this connection is her clever conclusion 
that, "the language of the Lyrical Ballads is as much the res- 
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ridge, language means words in themselves, whereas to Word- 
sworth language means figures of speech or the whole imagi- 
native expression of thought, or, in othe words, the whole 
body and dress of thought; all that appears to the eye and ear. 

Furthermore, she presumes that Wordsworth's use of 
the term language was at first loose, that he had learned from 
Hartley that the language of men is vitally metaphorical. So, 
he affirmed that words are metaphors, because we continuo- 
usly express an idea in terms of another, and explain images 
by other associated images. Hence germs of poetic art are found 
in figurative expressions and illustration. 

But why does Wordsworth reject the figurative language 
of the preceding century and experiment with the language 
of the lower class? His justification is that the metaphors handed 
down to us from poet to poet grew little more general or more 
faded, or probably improper with each transmission. But, 
because the rustic individual speaks of his own passion and 
repeated experience, his image is true and more vital.This reas- 
oning justifies Miss Barstow's remark that, it is not fair to accuse 
Wordsworth of inconsistency of his theory with his practice 
just because he used the word 'incommunicable, in his poem 
'Margaret Lament', 

Thus, thou and all thy mates to keep 
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An incommunicable sleep, 
because Wordsworth's theory has little to do with words in 
Themselves. She is right to believe that the word could be 
that of Margaret even thoughs upplied by the poet, because 
Wordsworth seems to be convinced that his business as a 
poet is not only " to bring his feelings near to those of the 

persons whose feelings he describes, nay, for short spaces of 
time, perhaps, to let himself slip into an entire delusion, and 
even confound and identify his own feelings with theirs. "22 



the art of English poetry. Her detailed and illuminating study 
ends with some interesting conclusions. One of them is that 
< Wordsworth must have been influenced by Coleridge's theory 
of the universal language. This theory says that, "There is a 
permanent body of English words and idioms denoting univer- 
sal phenomena and experiences which have remained compa- 
ratively unchanged since the time of Chaucer. " 20 This she 
thinks is the universal language of poetry, for it represents the 
permanent and changeless elements in human life. 'If we free 
the rustic speech from a very few merely local elements and 
the Lyrical Ballads from a very few archiasms she says, " there 
remains much the same residuum; and the residuum proves, 
on examination, to be a body of words common to Chaucer 
and almost any Englishman of the year i797."2i Having exam- 
ined Wordsworth's lyrics Carefully, she found ont that even* 
though Wordsworth had promised to use the language of 
unlearned men or that of the lower class men.he could not dev- 
iate from Keats's glossary to Chaucer. This, no doubt, proves 
the soundness of the universal language of oostrv. It Is there- 
fore not surprising tnat after many centuries one finds some 
of the most characteristic expressions of an imagination so 
individual as that of Wordsworth, should be strictly in the 
vocabulary of Chaucer. Her interesting statistics in this regard 
say that, of the words in the concordance to the poems of Wor- 
dsworth, about sixty percent occur, in some form, in the poe- 
try of Chaucer, sixty eight percent in the poetry of Hilton, 
eighty percent in the poetry of Spenser, and ninety percent 
in the poetry of Shakespeare. Is not this a proof that Words- 
worth's principles of poetic diction coincide with the best 
traditions of English Literature? 

Miss Barstow affirms, however, that Wordsworth's inde- 
btedness to Coleridge does not necessarily mean that thsy 
held the same views of the concept of the language. To Ccle- 
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other two first printed from manuscript in Grosart's "The 
Prqse Works of "William Wordsworth (1876)" 18 

In this essay Wordsworth attacks Pope's theory, as well 

as his poetic practice. "True wit" Pope had said, "is Nature 

to advantage dressed," and true expression consists in giving 

thoughts their just and appropriate "dress" and ornament. 

When the poets are unskilled to trace: 

"The naked nature . . 
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And hide with ornaments their want of art" 19 f.alse wit 
results. But to Wordsworth, all such wit is false and all art- 
in the meaning of the delibrate adjustment of phrase to sentiment 
and of rhetoric ornament to phrase serves to pervert what 
he calls genuine poetry. So, Wordsworth rejects art in the 
neo classical sense of the term and the concept of lanCuage as 
the dress of thought and figures as the ornament of lan£uage. 
For this reason, Wordsworth is justified to say that any one 
who cares to study poetic diction will see that his principles are 
in accordance with the best traditions of English literature. 

Accepting Wordsworth's declaration, Miss M.Barstow 
begun her study of Wordsworth's poetic diction. A brief note 
on this study, as far as I can see, will shed light on Wordsworth's 
theory of poetic creation in general, part of which is his con- 
cept of imagination. Miss Barstow starts with a review of the 
theories of poetic diction in England before Wordsworth's 
time. Then she tries to reconstruct the processes of critical 
thoughts which were responsible for the experiment of the 
Lyrical Ballads. She aiso tries to show how these thoughts 
affected Wordsworth's style, his vocabulary, his syntazx and 
his rhetorical devices then and afterwards. She has done all 
this in the belief that Wordsworth's criticism and practice are 
mutually illustrative, and that both are of supreme value for 
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In the preface of 1800 and Appendix of 1802 Wordsworth 
justifies the use of figures of speech when they are naturally 
suggested by passion instead of being as ornaments. He only 
condemns mechanical adaptation of figures of speech when 
they are applied "to feelings and thoughts with which they 
had no natural connexion whatsoever.,, Because such an adap- 
tation results in the use of language "differing matterially from 
the real language of men in any given situation." 16. 

Neverthless, Wordsworth accepts the figurative language 
used by the earliest poets, because to him, "they wrote natu- 
rally and as men."He believes that natural language is the ins- 
tinctive and spontaneous overflow of feeling into words and 
is therefore opposed to the delibrate adaptation of means to 
an end, or of adherence to specially poetic conventions which 
characterize art. Hence nature triumphs over art. Nature me- 
ans the language of nature or the language of mankind opp- 
osed to the language of poets, specially the eighteenth-cen- 
ury poets with all it peculiarities. 

The language of poetry, according to Wordsworth, sho- 
tuld not be coloured by a diction "peculiar to him as an indivi- 
dual poet or belonging simply to poets in general." "- Since 
he has already affirmed that the poet is "aman speaking to 
men", therefore, his language must be the real language of 
men, or a selection of the real language of men. Setting such 
a standard of poetic diction according to M.H.Abarms, means 
that Wordsworth adopts and elaborates the old antithesis 
between nature and art, and that he declares himself for nat- 
ure like the aesthetic primitives of the preceeding age. He 
adds that this declaration is "implied throughout the Preface, 
and made explicit in his tripartite essay Upon Epitaphs, one 
part of which was published in "The Friend" in 1810 and the 
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any passions whatsoever, which are volunt- 
arily described, the mind will, upon the whole 
be in a state of enjoyment, if nature be thus 
cautious to preserve in a state of enjoyment 
a being so employed, the poet ought to prof- 
it by the lesson held forth to him, and ought 
especially to take care that whatever passions 
he communicates to his reader, those passi- 
ons, if his reader's mind be sound and vigor- 
ous, should always be accompanied with an 
overbalance of pleasure. 15 

When dose the feeling get so powerful as to flood unrest- 
rained ? wordsworth informs us that its origin is emotion rec- 
ollected in tranquility. Before composition starts, the tranq- 
uil itydisappears and afeeling analogous to the remembered 
one "is gradually produced and does itself actually exist in 
the mind." (Pw, II, 400-401) . At such amoment the poet 
should abandon himself completely to the resurrected 
passion, but should use modified language. He affirms that 
the poet should keep his eye on the subject steadily. And that 
before the composition starts, he should think long and deeply. 
He should also realize that he is speaking to men and not poets 
as a class. At the moment of composition it is crucial that the 
overflow of feeling be spontaneous and free both from the 
deiibrate adaptation of conventional language to feeling, and 
from the deiibrate bending of linguistic means to the achiev- 
ement of poetic effect, 

Wordsworth does not actually reject the conception that 
poetry is a deiibrate art. His sister Dorothy admits in her jou- 
rnal that once the poems of Wordsworth are composed, they 
may be subjected to long and arduous revision. This reminds 

me of the efforts of Pope when he sought perfection! 

h*s poems . 
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Wordsworth's concept of creative sensibility could c.lso be 
traced in other prose works, i.e. his commentaries on.'* The 
Recluse", "The Prelude" and others, but in his Preface of 1800 
it has become broader and more mature. He describes the 
poet as aman who is" endowed with more lively sensibility, 
more enthusiasm and tenderness." aman who "rejoices more 
than other men in the spirit of life that is in him" 12 Coleri- 
dge, on the other hand, admits that the born poet has sensi- 
bility and that together with the depth of emotion they const- 
itute essential components of genius. 13 Shelley, as well, emph- 
sizes the delicate sensibility and vulnerability to the tempta- 
tion of the born poet. 14 

As amatter of fact, Wordsworth's emphasis on the signi- 
ficance of sensibility overbalances that of natural response. 
Apoet's creative sensibility could check and balance his spon- 
taneous utterance. This viewpoint is made clear in his later 
writing, while his Preface of 1800 emphasizes natural response. 



poetry , says Wordsworth is ^Z'/ 

"the spotaneous overflow of powerful feelings 

it takes its origin from emotion recollected 

in tranquility; the emotion is contemplated 

till, by a sypecies of re- action, the tranquillity 
gradually disappears, and an emotion, kinder- 
ed to that which was before the subject of 
contemplation, is gradually produced, and 
does itself actually exist in the mind- in this mood 

successful composition gernerally begins, and 
in a mood similar to this it is carried on; but 
the emotion, of whatever kind, and in wha- 
tever degree, from various causes, is qualif- 
ied by various pleasures, so that in describing 
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"Come forth," concludes "The Tables Turned", and "bring 
with you a heart that watches and receives." (PW, IV.56-57). 
These poems, together with the fragments of the same period 
emphasized the idea that the mind must surrender itself wholy 
if it is to communicate with nature. 

Being sensible means to be always alert to every tone and 
shade in nature, and to have the readiness to receive. It also 
means that the mind of man is united with nature. This concept 
preached and practised by Wordsworth has also been affirmed 
by Coleridge. "A poet's heart and intellect" he says, "should 
be combined, immediately, and unified, with the great appea- 
rances in Nature. "(LC, II, 864). Wordsworth goes further as 
to suggest that man gains wisdom by his loving surrender to 
the impluses of nature. Furthermore, man's soverignty over 
the universe is grounded in his capability of feeling what 

(Is) to be felt; in being rapt away 

By the divine fact of power and love (Pr. Vlll.635-636) 
The capacity to respond involves the capacity for creative 
attribution, in the 1802 addition to the Preface of 1800, Word- 
sworth describes the poet as" a man pleased with his own pass- 
ion and volitions, delighted to find them in others, impelled 
to create them where he does not find them." (PW, II, 393). 
Heffernan is, therefore, justified to presume that in Words- 
worth's view transference of feeling is the essence of imagina- 
tive apprehension. 

According to aprevious assumption the feelings are conv- 
eyed by the poet in thoughts. This means that they are related 
to each other. For abetter acquatance of the connection bet- 
ween thought and feeling reflection is needed' The Preface of 
1800 tells us that the poet's feelings are governed by" habits 
of meditation," and that long and deep thoughts make good 
poets. 
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remained the criterion of poetic value. What adds more sign- 
ificance to feeling is the Wordsworth ian assumption that It 
is linked to the imagination. He believes that both are vital 
to poetry and that imagination is instigated and energized by 
feeling. The feelings of a poet, says Wordsworth, "urge him 
to work upon objects in the spirit of genuine imagination." 
(PW, II, 420). 

The experience of such a feeling presupposes the acquis- 
ion of sensibility. The poet to Wordsworth is not an ordinary 
man. He differs in kind, not in degree from other men because 
he is endowed with an exceptional sensibility. Heffernan cla- 
ims that Wordsworth's interest in this special capacity anted- 
ates even the Preface of 1800, for two poems in" The Lyrical 
Ballads" of 1793 define the first principle of sensibility: surre- 
nder of the mind to nature. In both" Expostulation and Reply" 
and" The Tables Turned", Wordsworth scorns the inquisitive 
mind in favor of the receptive heart. Convinved that our bod- 
ies feel whether we wiiUrnot, .^suggests that our minds 
can likewise be fed in a wise passivenessjo Wordsworth belie- 
ves that the one who acquires this sensibility is elevated 
above another in proportion as he possesses this capacity. 
It is, therefore, the poet's responsibility to produce, and 
enlarge this capacity in the reader especially at the present 
day, because now there are multitude of causes that try 
with a combined force to blunt the discriminating power 
of the mind. Some of these causes are the great national events 
which are daily taking place, and the increasing accumulation 
of men in cities and other reasons. II. The reader may be remi- 
nded at this point of Blair's Lecture and what it says about the 
effects of the advancement of civilization on poetry. For this 
reason, Wordsworth persuades his scholarly friend to abandon 
his books for nature-for the "one impulse from a vernal wood" 
which may generate more wisdom than all the learned sages. 
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Wordsworth's emphasis of the role of feling in the pro- 
cess of artistic creation is one of great significance. It marks 
a revolt against the prevailing literary notions of the eight- 
eenth-century. It also means the rejection of form, or the 
triumph of nature over art. For "all good poetry," Wordsw- 
orth says is "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling. 
"M.H.Abrams considers this a turning-point in English lite- 
rary theory, because never before that date the feelings of 
the poet was a centre of critical reference. Heffernan on the 
other hand calls him "the poet of feeling and passion". To him, 
Wordsworth reinforces his argument of the Preface by stat- 
ing : Poetry is passion: it is the history or science of feelings. 
"(PW, 11,513). In 'The Prelude", he says he was "impelled to 
write with the sanctity of passion" on "the heart of man", 
(Xll,233-24l). /^ \ 

According to Wordsworth, our feelings represent our 
past experiences. Long and deep thoughts modify these fee- 
lings and direct them. The outcome js the utterance of sent- 
iments that would enlighten the understading of the reader 
and strengthen and purify his affections. If this could be ach- 
ieved, the motive behind the writing of poetry would be 
justified. For, "the poet writes under one restriction only, 
namely, the ./necessity of giving immediate pleasure to a human 
being" Wordsworth was dissatisfied with Dryden's poetry, 
because it seemed to have no poetic truth as it was "neither 
of the imagination, nor of the passion." (£ Y, 541). Even at 
a later date Wordsworth retained the same attitude. Sn 1815 
he expressed distaste for the "unfeeling language." of Bishop 
percy's contemporaries. (PW, 11,422). in. 1927 he wrote to 
W.R. Hamilton, "Your verses are animated with true poetic 
spirit as they are evidently the product of strong feeling" 
(LY, 1, 274). By so doing, he proved that the feeling to him 
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simple words like the language of "real men"or a "Selection 
of the language of real men", because only such words could 
embody and convey natural response on one hand, and because 
the poet is "a man speaking to men" on the other hand, there- 
fore his language should not deviate from the language of men. 
Such a language is competent to express emotions, using its 
own sources of figures of speech and rhythm. But the one who 
could convey such impassioned utterance is more than a man. 
A superior kind of man because he is distinguished from other 
men by his inheritance of an intense sensibility and a suscep 
tibility to passion. Besides, the Prepace stresses the notion 
advocated by Wordsworth ' 's predecessors that the end of 
poetry is to give pleasure, to subtiize the sensibility, emoti- 
ons and sympathies of the reader^ Moreover, poetry depends 
for its subject matter on 'incidents and situations from rustic 
life', i.e. rustic people are to/replace the refined upperclass 
portrayed by the eighteenth - century poets, because being 
simple, naive and without affectation they express themsl- 
vese truly and naturally. i^^v^^^J>V / > 

These are in brief the main concepts advocated by Words- 
worth in his Preface of 1800 and the Appendix of 1802. The 

rest of the arguments revolve in one way orthe other 
these prominent notions. But how far original are these pri- 
nciples needs to be deter.mind, or how far did Wordsworth 
stick to them is worthy of investigation. For this reason i 
Jntend to focuss mainly, on Wordsworth's Preface together 
with essays and notes that supplemented it and to show at 
the. same time how these concepts are demonstrated in his 
poetry, and whether or not he sticks in his practice to the 
concepts he holds throughout his long career as a poet. Besi- 
de, it is important to look back in an attempt to show Wor- 
dsworth's indebtedness < : f : j ; < ( < , < . . c , < 
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sion makes us see them/ The same passionate impulse would 
prompt* a certain melody, or modulation of sound, suited to 
the emotions; "in this way," argues Abarm?; "arose both poe- 
tic meter and the art of music."7 We will see soon how Wo- 
rdsworth expresses similar concepts in his Preface. Moreover, 
Baiir's view on the effect of the advances in civilization on 
poetry comes close to Wordworth's distinction between 
the genuine language of feeling and the mechaical simulation 
of this language, by artful poets who substitute ornament for 
emotion. " In its ancient original condition, " " Says Blair," 
Poetry spoke the language of passion and no other; for to 
passion, it owed its birth... In after age, when poetry became 
a regular art; studied for reputation and for gain, authors... 
endeavoured to imitate passion, rather than to express it; 
they tried to force their imagination into rapture?, or to sup- 
ply the defect of native warmth, by those artificial orname- 
nts which might give composition a splendid appearance."8 
A dote examination of Wordsworth's Preface of 1800- 
shows that agood deal of its content has been derived from 
Blair's Lectuer and Enfield's Essay, beside the influence exer- 
ted by Coleridge which could amount to Wordsworth's access 
to some notes written by Coleridge, or some ideas expressed 
by him when they exchanged views in the* years of their dee- 
pest intimacy, from 1797 to 1804. 

First and foremost, Wordsworth Jays a special stress on 
the notion that poetry is an impassioned expression. He advo- 
cates the concept that poetry is The spontaneous overflow of 
powerful feeling', that it takes' its origin from emotions recoll- 
ected in tranquility', that it is the outcome of a natural respo- 
nse, and the vehicle of an emotional state of mind, that it is 
the expression of feeling in thought, that because it is deeply 
felt and unaffected the impassioned expression must flow in 
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taste. Kiss Bar stow, in her most illuminating study of Words- 
worth's poetic diction, finds the substance of this article para- 
llels closely Wordsworth's Preface. Enfield cites Blatr's Lec- 
ture (together with the Platonic doctrine of inspiration) as 
source of his poetry. He believes also that simple people feel 
strong passions and express them strongly in a language which 
would be bold and figurative, and would sometimes flow in 
a kind of wild and unfettered melody, and that in any age the 
excited state of mind, which poetry supposes naturally prom- 
pts a figurative style. 

As a matter of fact we are not quite sure that Enfield's 
article had prompted the writing of Wordsworth's Preface 
or formed Its germ. 

Another document mignt have influenced the Preface 
of 1800; namely, Blair's Lecture on "Rhetoric and Belle Letter", 
published in 1783. Before Wordsworth's preface, Blair's arti- 
cle served asamanuel of oratory, composition, poetics and 
general aesthetic*. In his article Blair rejects both notions, 
that the essence of poetry is fiction and that its defining char- 
acter is imitation. He defines poetry as "the language of pass- 
ion, or of enlivened imagination, formed, most commonly, 
into regular numbers". 

According to Blair, "the praimary aim of poetry is to 
please, and to move, and therefore, it is to the imagination, 
and the passions, that he speaks", to Justify his definition 
Blair reminds us of the kind of poetry described by travellers 
like the primtive Indians in north America. This type of poet- 
ry is mainly in the lyric form and is characterized by the use of 
figures of speech, for words would appear in the order 'mo- 
st accomodated to the cadence of passion', and objects wo- 
uld be described not such as they really are, but as the pas. 
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Lamb shared with Coleridge his love for simplicity. In his 
'letter to Coleridge, Lamb advises him to"cuttivate simplicity" 
and to "banish elaborateness; for simplicity springs spontan- 
eously from the heart and carries into daylight Its own mod 
est buds, genuine, sweet, and clear flowers of expression." 3 
Both Coleridge and Lamb found this simplicity in Bowles "The 
only natural poet in our language," says Coleridge. 

By that time, both Southey and Coleridge were condem- 
ned by "The Critical Review" for their revolutionary views. 

■ i ■ 

This magazine represented the conventional attitude with 
regard to poetic diction; poetry has a language peculiar to 
itself. The prevailing eighteenth - century attitude was, In 
brief, no liberties with order, grammar, and syntaxjbut a vo- 
cabulary raised above prose and averse that always scans in the 
approved fashion. 4 f Y llfv\ 

About the same time, an article appeared in the monthly 
magazine of July 1796 which anticipated Wordsworth's pref- 
ace and the Appendix on poetic diction. The article was ent- 
itled "Is Verse Essential to Poetry?" No one knows whether 
Coleridge was responsible for it or not, but it reflected his 
nion. The writer decides that verse is not essential to poetry. 
His argument goes as follows: ; 

Those writers appear to have approached 
nearest to a true definition of poetry, who have 
understood it to be the immediate offspring 
of a vigorous imagination and quick sensibil- 
ity, and have called it the language of fancy and 
passion." 5 

at a later date the writer of the article who was thought by 
Miss Barstow to be Coleridge, happened to have been the Rev. 
William Enfield, essayist, anthologist and author of a book on 
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So, Wordsworth must have shared Colerige some views on 
poetic principles and poetic criteria. Coleridge was indeed 
friend, a collaborator and a guide. He was also an insoiring fit?- 
ure with whom Wordsworth walked and conversed most of 
his days when they lived as neighbours, This aiso means that, 
while deaiing with Wordsworth, Coleridge's presence is ines- 
capable. It is therefore impossible to isolate Wordsworth's 
concept of imagination from that of Coleridge, even though 
they differ in many things. "The Prelude" afteraii is said to be 
Wordsworth's letter to Coleridge and "The Biographia Lit- 
eraria" was Coleridge's reply. It was Coleridge who had pers- 
uaded Wordsworth to write "The Preface" to the edition of 
1800, to defend their book and to illustrate their experim- 
ent. No wonder then that he claims that "The Preface" is 
"Half the Child of his brain."2 : y\ 

There is no doubt that during the years oftheir deeo intl- 



macy, every one of them left his imprint on the other one. 
But what concerns me for the moment is to investigate Wor- 
dsvvorth's indebtedness to Coleridge as aprominent romantic 
theorist. 

Before Coleridge met With Wordsworth, he expressed 
dissatisfaction with the French School of Poetry which had 
predomonated in Pope's time. He declared that many had 
formed their taste and their notions of poetry from the writi- 
ngs of Pope and his followers, but Pope's poems gave him iittle 
pleasure. He admitted that he even denied such poets the leg- 
itimate name of poets. He thought that the excellence of this 
kind consisted in just an acute observation of men and mann- 
ers in an artificial society. However, he admired Bowie's 
Sonnets and considered them models of simplicity and tender- 
ness. 
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make them seem as if natural. Like any revolutionary book, 
t The Lyrical Ballads' was not a welcome. Wordsworth was 
advised by friends to "prefix a systematic defence of the theory 
upon which the poems were written", i But he was unwilling 
to undertake the task at first, as he did not like to influence 
the reader into an approbation of his poems. 

Wordsworth 's great concern for his new poems, most 
of which he called experimentary, together with his desire 
to give his word about the revolutionay currents of thought 
recently brought about by his contemporaries, i. e. Lamb, Col- 
eridge, Blair and others instigated him to write his essay which 
accompanied his edition of 1800. This philosophical treatise 
lays down Wordsworth 's principles on the writing of poetry 
and poetic criteria. In 1802, the essay is suppiemened by an 

Appendix. /?***** ^v 

The addition made ofWordsworth's preface of 1800 twice as 
long, and indicates an important change in this poetic theory 
Like any other revolutionary document, the preface became 
an object of controversy; highly praised by some and condem- 
ned by others. But before one could justly evaluate this impo- 
rtant literary document one has first to know what concepts 
it advocates and how far original these concepts are. 

Before listing the propositions made by 
Wordsworth in his preface and deciding whether or not they 
are entirely original, abrief survey of the currents of thought 
prevailing during the eighteenth-century is necessary, togeth- 
er with the new concepts brought about by his predecessors. 
Such asurvey would throw light on Wordsworth' soriglnality 
as a theorist. . 

It is apparent that wordsworth collabrated with 
Coleridge to produce "The Lyrical Ballads" and that its public- 
ation in 1798 mrvked the beginning of romanticism in England. 
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Wordsworth did not stick to this concept 
jn his later days. The concluding book of the 'Prelude' speaks 
of adifferent kind of imitation, because the poet's imgination 
does not imitate the products of nature, but rather her creat- 
ive action, especially her power to transform and to unify nat- 
ural objects. Through this approach the meaning of these obj- 
ects is reveal ed-a meaning not imposed upon them, but disco- 
vered within them. 

WhatWordsworth had demonstrated in his 
poetry, was either laid as aprinciple of poetic creation, or poe- 
tic criteria in his prose work, or hinted at in his comments 
on his poems. His preocupation with his work persuaded him 
to study his experience as apoet, or his poetry as acritic and 
so, created of him an interesting theorist. 

In his letters, essays, recorded fragments of conversation 
and often in his potery, Wordsworth gives us an insight into 
the way his poetry was made and his imagination responded to 
the world about him. The most interesting of these works 
which shed light on his concept of imagination is his Preface to 
'the Lyrical Ballads'. An essay, probably started at first by both 
Wordsworth and Coleridge together, and then became one of 
the most significant landmarks in English criticism. A sound 
literary document which introduced ' The Lyrical Ballads* of 
1800. 

The Lyrical Ballads' was first published in 1798 in colla- 
boration with Coleridge. A collection of Lyrics the longest of 
which is Coleridge's 'The Rime of the Ancient Mariner'. We 
were told that they had decided to divide the task among the 
mselves ;' that Wordsworth was to give the charm of novelty 
to common things, so that they may look unusual by throwing 
upon them certain colouring of the imagination, and that Cole- 
ridge was to deal with supernatural events in such a way as to 
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Darbishire (oxford, 1952). Except where revisions 
materially affect the meaning of a passage, I have 
quoted from the final (1850) text of all poems. 
From this edition also quotations are made from 
his comments on his poems which Wordsworth 
indicated to Isabella Fenwick in 1843, and the foll- 
owing critical papers: "Advertisement to the Lyri- 
cal Ballsds, 1798, "cited as Advertisement of 1798; 
"Preface to the Second Edition of Several of the 
Foregoing Poems, Published, with an Additional 
Volume under the Title of 'Lyrical Ballads," cited 
as Preface of 1800; "Appendix," cited as Appendix 
of 1802; "Essay, Supplementary to the Preface," 
cited as Essay of 1815; and "Preface to the Edition 
of 1815, "cited as Preface of 1815. 



WORDSWORTH AND THE 
THEORY OF IMAGINATION 






Wordsworth, the first great romantic poet 
is also the most influential theorist. To study his theory of poe- 
try, we must consider his concept of poetic creation, in general 
and his concept of imagination in particular. 

It is well known that Wordsworth's revolu- 
tionary predecessors; Blair, Blake and others had dethroned 
reason and installed imagination as the king of the mind's fac- 
ulty. Wordsworth went one step further when he led the reac- 
tion of feeling against form, and made the poet's feeling the 
center of poetic reference. By doing so, he prompted a shift 
from the eighteenth-century concept of poetry as an imitation 
of nature, to the nineteenth-century concept of poetry as an 
impassioned product of the poet's mind and heart. 
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intuition, is more likely than the analytical reason to make 
discoveries on matters which really concern us. "8 

From this brief commentary it may sound logical to atte- 
mpt a closer examination of at least the three greatest literary 
documents on the doctrine of imagioation: namely, Wordsw- 
orth' s ' Preface to the Lyrical Ballads', and the'Appendix' of 
1802, Coleridge's Biographia Literaria' and Shelley V Defence 
of Poetry'. This effort aims at a better understanding of the 
concept of imagintion as expounded by these three great roma- 
ntic theorists, and then to see whether or not these theories 
are put into practice. After all, we all know that the romantic 
writers are not theorists in the broad sense of the word, and 
that the theories laid in these outststanding manifestoes of 
romanticism usually defend or illustrate what had already been 
written rather than show how poetry ought to be written. 
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" If the mind be not passive, if it be indeed 
- "' -made 1 in God ! s im%e v and thatj too , in 

the sublimest sense y the Image of the 
i Creator .there is ground for the suspicion 
;l; ~ that any system built on the passiveness of 

the mind : mustv be false as a system." 6 

Such ari argument forms the ideological foundation of romantic 
poetry. The romantic poet, unlike the Augustan poet is under 
ho restraint to follow nature, because he has a special access 
to the secrets of nature. Hence there is a split between the 
poet and the man of the world; which was unknown to the 
eighteenth-century. TTie Coieridgean doctrine of imagination 
provides the philosophic background for Shelley's dictum, 
-'Poets are I the unacknowledged legislators of the world," 

■ 'I -■ ■ ■ j"- ' <-"■ ■ -■ ' - ''':'"'■'■■ '" '"""■"",■ 

Shelley defines poetry as the expression of the imaginat- 
ion in his 'Defence of Pbetry', and Keats assures us in his letter 
to his brother George 18 Sept, 1819, that he "describes" what 
he"imagines". These remarks coincide with Ficht's subjective 
philosophy that "the very existence and shape of the world 
depend entirely on the vision of the individual imagination. 
The table or the tree is because and as we see it; or, as Blake 
put it when he was asked "When the sun rises, do gou not 
see a round disc of fire somewhat like a Guinea? No, no I see 
an Innumerable company of Heavenly host crying "Holy, Holy, 
Holy is the Lord God Al-mighty". 7 

Coleridge too stressed the supremacy of the world of 
spirit which was denied by John Locke. To him, the world of 
the spirit is the only reality. Bov/ra is right to believe that this 
Coieridgean conception was due to the fact that, being a poet 
and a metaphysician as well, Coleridge had an intense sense 
of an inner life, together with a belief that, "working with 
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or the philosopher. The latter describes things as they actually 
are, whereas the first portrays the facts combined with and 
controlled by a peculiar insight. Coleridge praised Wordsworth 
for this in his 'Biographia Literaria'. 

It was the union of deep feeling with 
profound thought ; the fine balance of 
truth in observing , with the imaginat- 
ive faculty in modifying the objects 
observed ; and above all the original 
gift of spreading the tone , the atmos - 
phere , and with it depth and height 
of the ideai world around forms, incidents, 
and situations , of which, for the common 
view, custom had bedimmed all lust re, had 
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dried up the sparkle and the dew drops.4 
Moreover, imagination and insight, for them are inseprable. 
Insight awakes the imagination to work and is in turn sharp- 
ened by it when it is at work. Bowra thinks that this is the ass- 
umption on which romantics wrote poetry. So "when their 
creative gifts are engaged," he argues, " they are inspired by 
their sense of the mystry of things to probe it with a pecuiar 
insight and to shape their discoveries into imaginative forms."5 

This reasoning led to the acceptable conclusion that, so long 
as imagination works in this way, it cannot be accused of an 
escape from life or of being no more than an agreeable 
relaxation. 

Being concerned with an insight into the nature of things 
the romantics rejected Locke's limitation of the perception 
of physical objects. They thought that such an assumption robs 
the mind of of its most significant function which is not only 
to perceive but to create. On this Coleridge makes his concl- 
usion: 
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escape from it. Bacon expresses this view in his "Advancement 
of learning,*' 

'The imagination, being not tied to the laws 
of matter, may at pleasure jo n that which 
nature hath severed and sever that which 
nature hath joined, and so make unlawful 
matches and divorce of things." 

But the romantics were not contented with an escape from the 
cares of ordinary life. They held the notion that imagination is a 
divine faculty, concerned with the central issues that are unseeo 
forces at work. Its essence is to fashion, shape and display these 
forces. The poet who acquires this divine facwlty is capable 
of giving these forces their significance. He could make these 
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forces appealing to the reader and comprehensible, by throwing 
upon them the light of his imagination. 

In his 'Preface' to 'The Lyaical Ballads' , Wordsworth 



speaks of poetry as the work of imagination and assures us 
that common incidents and situations could be presented to 
the reader as if they were unusual things just by throwing over 
them "certain colouring of imaginatiin".He shares Coleridge's 
views that the poet is aiman with an exceptional power and 
that he may assume the role of a prophet since the eye of 
imagination allows him to see beyond the surface of reality to 
the immanent ideal. The poet is a so conscious of the chasm 
between the transient commonsense of appearance and the 
eternal infinite realm of truth, godness and beauty. 

The romantics insisted that when imagination is at work, 
it reveals a special kind of truth to which the ordinary intell- 
igence is blind. The romantic artist has a special insight which 
enables him to see into things and to discover the truth. Yet 
his representation of the truth differs from that of the scientist, 
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Blake considers the world of imagination as the world of 
"Eternity". This world to him is "the divine bosom into which 
we shall all go after the death of the Vegetated body.'*2 

According to Coleridge, imagination is of first importance, 
because it partakes of the creative activity of God. In his 'Biog- 
raphia Mteraria' ,he expounds his theory of imagination while 
discussing the distinction between imagination and fancy, and 
the differences between primary imagination aod poetic 
imagination. His concept claims that the poet is in possession 
of some voluntary power, which is in some sense not only one 
with the power that is active in ail human perception, but is 
even a human analogy to the creative power of God. This exalts 
the poet as a man with some special insight into the nature of 
things. This claim was held by Wordsworth, Shelley and Keats. 
To them, imagination is concerned with a supernatural order. 
Bowra tends to believe that the romantic poetry derives much 
that is most magical in it from such a claim, "but the danger 
of so bold an assumptiom," he argues, "is that the poet may 



be so absorbed in his own private universe and in the explor- 
ation of its remoter corners, that he may be unable to convey 
his essential experience to other men and fail to convert them 
to his special creed."3 Whatever their claim was, they were 
convinced that imagination is related to truth. The difficulty 
they faced is to convince the reader that what they portray 
n their poetry is the truth when they give free play to their 
magination. Many readers tend to take these creations of the 
magination as mere fantasies. This problem had troubled the 
Elizabethans before. Shakespeare associated the poet with 
the lunatic and the lover. To most of them the creation of 
the imagination has nothing to do with actual life and 
provides no more than an agreeable 
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This emphasis on imagination according to I.A. Richards, was 
strengthened by consideratiens which are both religious and 
metaphysical. 

Both Blake and Coleridge rejected Locke f s sphilosophy 
which had predominated for a century and which assumes that 
the mind of man is passive, "a lazy looker on an external world" 
This viewpoint found support in an age of scientific speculation 
as that of Newton. Both Locke and Newton found aplace for 
God in their Universe.The first one the grounds that in every 
aspect of nature there is an evidence of the existence of God. 
The latter on the principle that the great machine of the world 
implies a mechanic. 

Such convictions did not satisfy the romantics, because 
they ignored the instincts of the individual. So, Locke's views 
on poetry became atarget of both Blake and Coleridge. Locke 
stressed the notion that poetry is the task of wit. that wit is 
to combine ideas and create pleasant pictures and agreeakle 



visions in the fancy. But it is irresponsible and not troubled 
with truth or reality. 

The rgomantics reeicted this notion on the assumption 
that it robs their work of its essential connection with life. 
To both Blake and Coleridge, Locke represents a deadly her- 
esy on the nature of existence .They rejected his conception 
of the universe and replaced it by their own sytsem in which 
the mind of man is their central point and governing factor . 
They insist, being poets, that the most vita! activity of the 
mind is imagination. 

With the romantics imagination came to the forefront 
and became one of the major concerns of the romantic theo 
rists. 
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Intorductory Note: 

As far as the eigteenth-century poets are concerned, imag- 
ination is not a cardinal point in poetical theory. For Dryden, 
Pope, Addison and others it has little importance. They thou- 
ght that what matters most in poetry, is truth to the emotions. 
But they approved of fancy, provided that it is controlled by 
judgement. Also, they admired the use of images. 

They neglected personal feelings and wished to speak in 
general terms. For them the poet is an interpreter rather than 
a creator. His business is to display the mystries of life with as 
much charm as possible and to adhere to the truth as,far as he 



For the romantics, imagination is fundamental., because 
without it poetry is impossible. The born poet is a gifted pers- 
on. His gift is a capacity to create i magi nary .jworld To curb 
such a capacity is to deny the poet something vital for his 
existence. But if he experiences this exceptional capacity 
without restrictions or restraints, he wiil produce genuine 
and strong poetry. ; ^*^ -» 

Before the romantics, a group of poets came to lay stress 
on naturalness, spontaneity and primitiveness in poetry. These 
tendencies cou!d easily be traced in Thomson's " Castle of 
lndoIence,"Young's "Night's Thoughts,"Gray's "Elegy written 
in a Country Churchyard,"and BiairYThe Grave". The rom- 
antics came iater to emphasize the selfsame concepts and to 
lay special stress on imagination. Sir Maurice Bowra calls our 
attention to this fact in the first statement he makes in his 
remarkable study of the romantic imagination. 

"if we wish to distinguish a single characteristic which 
differentiates the English Romantics from the poets 
of eighteenth-century, it is to be found in the im- 
portance which they attached to the imagination 
and in the special view which they held of It"! 
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syllabuses, he goes on to say that the former takes the commu- 
njcative capacity as the starting-point; it has the advantage 
that "it takes the communicative facts of language into account 
from the beginning without losing sight of grammatical and situ- 
ational factors'*. Grammatical and situational syllabuses, on 
the other hand, fall short of providing the learner with adequ- 
ate communicative capacity. 

According to this approach the teaching materials should 
be based on "consideration of what the learners should most 
usefully be able to communicate in the foreign language". It 
is only after this has been established that the most appropri- 
ate forms for each type of communication can be decided. The 
learning units in asyllabus of this sort are given semantic 
iables, and the concepts and functions contained in it are those 
that are likely to be of widest value. 
It is hoped that the few statements we have made about the 

■ 

notional syllabus have served the purpose for which our final 
remark has been included. To carry the present discussion any 
further would be to go beyend the scope of our paper which 
has primarily been intended to cncern itself with the problems 
and difficulties of experimentation in empirical research. For 
further information about notional syllabuses as well as other 
recent developments in the field of second language teaching/ 
learning, the reader may refer to an excellent book edited by 
C. J. Brumfit and K. Johnson and entitled The Coommunicative 
Approach to Language Teaching (O.U.P. 1979). Equal help may 
also be derived from H.G. Widdowson's two books: Teaching 
Language as Communication (O.U.P. 1978) and Explorations in 
Applied Linguistics (O.U.P. 1979). 
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it is hoped that the facts, observations and arguments conta- 
ined in the preceding pages have contributed to the clarific- 
ation of the factors underlying the difference of opinion about 
second-language teaching and the recurrent discrepancy and 
incopatibility of the results and conclusions drawn from empi- 
rical research. It is also hoped that by identifying and illustra- 
ting a number of weaknesses, short- Comings and misconception 
teen is about empirical research , we have been able to draw the 
attention of pedagogical researchers to what may have so far 
esca-ped the notice of at least some of them . 

One final remark seems to be necessary before we come 
to the end of our discussion. Language learning and teaching 
is aprocess in a constant state of development due to the fact 
that attempts are continuously being made in linguistics as 
well as many other related fields e.g. psychology, sociology, 
anthrepology, etc.) to acquire a better understanding and to 
form a more comprehensive theory of the nature of language 
and linguistic behaviour. It is not surprising then that n?w 
ideas concerning the process in question are put forward every 
now and then. Thus in addition to the types of approach disc- 
ussed in the preceding pages, it seems plausible to familiarize 
the reader, though briefly, with a sample of the views and appro- 
aches that have relatively recently been advanced . One such, 
approach is put forward by D . A . Wilkins in his book National 
Syllabuses (1976). As is indicated by the title of his book, Wil- 
kins' approach consists [in. that language teaching should be 
organized in terms of the content rather than the form of the 
language. "In drawing up a notional syllabus" he argues, "ins- 
tead of asking how speakers of the language express themse- 
lves or when and where they use the lanbuage, we ask what 
it is they communicate through language." By way of contras- 
ing Ihe noitonal syllabus with grammatical and situational 
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nd'over a large period of time helps neutralize the different 
variables involved in the research. (Thre argument is that lang- 
uage learning does not occur in a few brief trials). In other wor- 
ds, if a sufficient number of subjects and teachers find avariety 
of methods and teaching situations are involved in a large- 
scale project, these variables cancel one another out. Unfor- 
tunately, however, projects of this kind present us with all 
kinds of unforeseeable problems-the experiment carried out 
by Scherer and Wertheimer, amention of which has already 
been made above, is a good case in point. 

The failure of an experiment to attain to the desired level 
Of accuracy and of its results and conclusions to be sign ificant 
and generalizable may be attributed among other factors, 
to the experimenter himself. It is often the case that the expe- 
rimenter is one of three persons: the casual educational rese- 

f 

archer who may lack the adequate level of sophistication in 



linguistic science or the knowledge of foreign lenguages which 
is essential for the success of the experiment; the language 
teacher whose experience in research methodology has not 
been sufficiently adequate; or the psychologist whose exper- 
imental setting has been too remote from actual classroom 
situations . There is also the fact that experimenters may be 
influenced, though unconsciously, dy their bias towards part- 
icular theories of learning, which will consequently affect 
the results of their experiments. 
Concluding Remarks 

It should be mentioned that the difficulties discussed above 
do not constitute a conclusive list of the problems facing empi- 
rical researchers in the field of second-language learning and 
teaching; we have tried not to go beyond the scope of this 
paper as illustrated in the first part of our discussion. However, 
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.passive voice and indirect speech ; etc. The process of lang- uage 
learning.defi nitely involves far more factors than those we have 

just mentioned. This, nevertheless, need not obscure the fact that 
establishing the significance of any number of these factors 
represents a praiseworthy achievement along the way towards 
better understanding of the nature of language learning, which 
in turn constitutes a vital step towards greater effectiveness 
in teaching . 

The crux of the matter, however, is that, as D. Wiikins 
(1974) puts it,"it is the very multiplicity of factors involved 
In learning that makes it difficult for such research to be carr- 
ied out. If we wish to study the effects of only one variable, 
it is necessary to hold all the others constant and in any real 
teaching situation this is difficult, if not impossible. If one atte- 
mpts to take these problems into account and compares not 
isolated factors but groups of variables, it becomes impossible 
to decide which of the factors is responsible for the results 
one has obtained". Besides, the linguistic factors mentioned 
above are not the only variables to be taken into considerat- 
ion in pedagogical experimentation. Others like learner, met- 
hod, teacher and the teaching situation which are of no less 

significance, also involve factors the control of which repres- 
ents an equally important prerequisite for empirical investi- 
gation. In the case of the learner, for instance, there are fac- 
tors lik age, motivation, level of intelligence, previous lear- 
ning experience of the target language, degree of willingness 
or enthusiasm to undergo the experiment, instinctive ability 
for learning languages, etc. 

The task of empirical research is no less difficult in small- 
scale experiments than in large-scale ones. It is sometimes 

assumed that carrying out empirical research on a large scale 



16 



imply that no useful achievements could be or have already 
been made and that we should give up experimentation and 
sit back. Rather our intention is to stress the need for further 
intensification of our efforts so that the best possible results 
can be attained. 

To go back to the question of discrepancy in pedagogical 
experimentation, it has already been hinted that this discr- 
epancy is largely attributable to the complexity inherent 
in the process of language learning/teaching on the one hand, 
and the consequent difficulty of subjecting this process to 
fully controlled and scientifically based experimentation on 
the other. For the sake of illustrating this statement let us 
discuss specifically and in some detail a number of the most 
significant issues in this respect.;tv 

An important decision to be made prior to the conducting 
of any experiment in empirical research is to choose between 
investigating the effects of either only one variable or a group 
of variables. A pedagogical experiment based on the former 
approach may thus be dessgned to study any one ot a host 
of linguistic or non-linguistic variables which are all involved 
in the process under discussion. Linguistic variables include 
such factors as, for instance: the use of mother tongue as a 
method for teaching meaning; the advantages of more or 
less intensive use of audiovisual aids; the effectiveness of 
relating pattern drills to communicative activity; the bene- 
fits of adopting cognitive or habit-forming approaches in 
the teaching of grammar; the need for comparing the two 
linguistic systems, i.e. the mother-tongue and the target 
language; the practicability or usefulness of a particular order 
of presentation, e.g. writing and meaning, grammar and voc- 
abulary, and (within grammar) negation and interrogation, 
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(2) Learning a non-native language in a school setting is a 
process whereby the learner normally starts from scratch 
and gradually acquires a series of linguistic habits which, 
despite their numerousness, variedness and complexity, in 
theory can be listed and precisely described. (Carroll 1963). 

(3) The choice of stimuli presented to the learner and the 
kinds of response he is likely to make to them can, to a con- 
siderable extent, be brought under our control. It also lies 
within our capability to programme the instruction to the 
last detail. (5) There is also the fact that a certain degree of 
reliability and validity of measures of aptitude can be attained 
to assist in the design and excution of experiments. 

However, a close exmi nation of these factors is bound 
to reveal an indispensibie need on our part to combine the 
encouragement we derive from them with a comparable, 
if hot greater, degree of caution. Otherwise our attempts 
(i.e. experiments, tests, assessments, etc) will fall short of 
attaining the ieve! of accuracy and adequacy we aspire to. 
Lack of such caution may thus be said to constitute an impo- 
rtant reason behind the discrepancy in pedagogical experi- 
mentation. Different variables in one and the same experiment 
or the same variables in different experiments may not be 
equally fully controlled, which would consequently lead to 
different conclusions. Yet, it has to be admitted that in lang- 
uage teaching/learning, as is the case in many other fields, 
it is practically difficult to have full control over everthing 
that falls within the scope of the experiment. The task of 
both teaching and learning a language is an exceedingly com- 
plex one and involves so many variables that it wouild not 
be an overstatement to say that it is impossible in pedago- 
gical experimentation to achieve results that are one hundred 
per cent reliable. This, of course, should not be taken to 
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Colorado, the experimenters were unable to separate the two 
types of students in the second year. Therefore, they were 
forced to amalgamate the students and teach them by a comp- 
romise method. Moreover, there was a relatively high degree 
of attrition from the first to the second year; at the end of the 
first year test results were obtained for 99 control and 128 
experimental students, whereas at the end of the second year 
the number was 24 control and 25 experimental. However, 
the experimenters concluded that while the two methods 
yielded occasionally strong differences in various aspects of 
proficiency in German, they showed no superiority over each 
other in overall proficiency. 
HL Second language Learning and Teaching: A Field 

for Scientific Investigation . 

Now that we have illustrated the lack of total agreement 
among pedagogical investigators about the nature of the second 
language learning/teaching process and the difficulties involved 
in it., let us try to account for this disagreement while at the 
same time acquainting ourselves with the most important 
principles underlying the process at issue and the extent to 
which it can be subjected to scientific investigation. 

Mention should first be made of the fact that second lang- 
uage learning as a field of investigation has attracted the atten- 
tion of an increasingly large number of researchers. This may 
be accounted for in terms of a number of factors which underly 
the great enthusiasm displayed by these researchers. 
(I) In the absence of total agreement about how language 
learning takes place and the nature of the process involved 
in it, researchers have felt encouraged to test experimentally 
the various theories and hypotheses that have been put for- 
ward by way of putting an end to the prolonged disputes 
over the matter in question. 
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No sooner had the experiment begun than the experim- 
enters found themselves face to face with a number of probl- 
ems which affected the implementation of their plan. Their 
control of the situation was not as firm as they had wished it 
to be. They found that it was practically difficult to use a "ma- 
tched-pair" design, and so they replaced it by a "matched- 
group" design. During the first twelve weeks of the experim- 
ent the audiolingual group was at a disadvantage, "the assigned 
laboratory was not ready"- (Imagine). Therefore, while the 
control group studied an average of I hour and 24 minutes per 
assignment (according to the record the students kept), the 
experimental group averaged only 3! minutes per assignment. 
Another problem was the motivational variable. Many of the 
students in the traditional group wanted to transfer to the 
audiolingual group when they learned that the latter followed 
a new method of teaching. Moreover, "the local newspaper 
and radio station publicized the presumed virtues of an audio- 
lingual method and broadcasted the news that an experiment 
was being con ducted jjnjplte *f the experimenters' attempt 
to belittle the "Hawthorne effect" in their study, it cannot 
be denied that the motivation of the audiolingual subjects was 
increased by their awareness of the fact that special attention 
was paid to them ; they were allowed to make use of such expe- 
nsive instruments as taperecorders, time clocks, booths, etc., 
a privilege which the other group did not have. The statement 
that the use of such equipment by the traditional group "would 
not be consistent with the chief aim of the experiment" is 
true as far as the ideal application of the two methods in quest- 
ion is concerned, but this does alter the fact that the two groups 
were not equally motivated. 

Strictly speaking, the experiment lasted really for only 
one school year. For, due to the registration procedures at 
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